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Year: 5 Autumn: 2     Week: 1          Dictation  

Focus:  Words with silent letters 

 

They_________the_________of getting the device to work.  

It is so important to_________the dough well.  

Shackleton’s_________helped him prepare his_________.  

Just one_________of butter was needed for the cake mix.  

The character has very_________looking_________.  

We always had to_________before entering the door.  

The prospect of learning to_________was exciting.  
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Year: 5 Autumn: 2     Week: 1          Dictation (ANSWERS) 

Focus:  Words with silent letters 

 
 

They knew the knack of getting the device to work.  

It is so important to knead the dough well.  

Shackleton’s knowledge helped him prepare his knapsack.  

Just one knob of butter was needed for the cake mix.  

The character has very knobbly looking knuckles.  

We always had to knock before entering the door.  

The prospect of learning to knit was exciting.  
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Year: 5 Autumn: 2     Week: 2             Dictation  
 

Focus:  Words with the /i:/ sound 

spelt ei after c and other consonants   

Sometimes shops__________ __________money.  

__________of them picked up the__________.  

They sneakily managed to___________their teacher.  

It was hard to___________what high school would be like.  

A long restoration of the___________is underway.  

His___________made him appear very arrogant.  

She___________every opportunity to learn something new. 

___________is a terrible thing.   
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Year: 5 Autumn: 2     Week: 2             Dictation  (ANSWERS) 
 

Focus:  Words with the /i:/ sound 

spelt ei after c and other consonants 
 

Sometimes shops receive counterfeit money.  

Neither of them picked up the receipt.  

They sneakily managed to deceive their teacher.  

It was hard to perceive what high school would be like.  

A long restoration of the ceiling is underway.  

His conceit made him appear very arrogant.  

She seizes every opportunity to learn something new. 

Deceit is a terrible thing.  
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This free pack is aimed at those children working at the expected reading level 

for a child in Y5 in England. P6 in Scotland and Ireland. (Ages 9-10)    

The texts have a Lexile level range between 810L and 960L. 
 

What do the letters mean? 

 

The questions in the comprehensions are not 

numbered but labelled with a letter from VIPERS.  

These letters correspond with key reading skills.  

Many schools use these codes in reading lessons so 

lots of children will be familiar with them.    

 

If your child is not familiar with the letter codes, 

then do not worry – it is just highlighting the skill 

for them.  

 

If you would like to read more about VIPERS then 

there is an explanation on our blog here: 

www.literacyshedblog.com/vipers 

 

Stage 5 

Comprehension Pack 
 

If you enjoy these comprehensions, then 

further comprehensions can be found in 

our membership area on 

www.literacyshedplus.com 



STAGE 5
Unit focus: Eco Awareness

Text focus: Narrative (640L)

Counting
Today, I walked to school. I went a longer way than usual, I’m counti ng up my steps. I stopped at 
the newsagent and bought a bott le of water. My teacher says it’s important to drink a lot to stay 
healthy. By the ti me I’d got to the front gate, I’d already done 5000 steps. What a big number, I 
thought to myself. But then I remembered what I’d heard on the news the day before. Apparently, 
there are only 5000 black rhinos le�  in the wild. Immediately, 5000 seemed insignifi cant.

Our fi rst lesson was English; we wrote a story. Mine was all about an astronaut blasti ng off  into 
space to explore the universe. He was looking for another planet for humans to live on. A� erwards, 
I counted up my words. 800! I told my friend who said it was loads. Way more than they’d writt en. 
But then I remembered that there are roughly 800 mountain gorillas le�  in Africa. A� er that, the 
number seemed minuscule. 

I dreaded maths a� er break. We had a fracti ons test, and I hate fracti ons. I’d drunk a lot of water 
to make sure my brain was working well - I’d lost the bott le I bought before school, but luckily we 
had a pile of plasti c cups for us to use at the water fountain. Our maths teacher was cold and had 
forgott en his coat, so we had the radiators on full. It was sweltering! In the end, the test wasn’t 
too bad. We had 55 minutes, but I fi nished a� er half an hour. It felt like such a long ti me, so many 
minutes to waste. While I waited, I thought back to an advert on the television: 55 elephants are 
killed each day for their ivory. How awful! Now, 55 felt enormous. Far bigger than before.

At lunch, my friend reminded me that tomorrow was her birthday. As if I could forget! She always 
makes such a big deal of being one whole year older. It’s only 365 days, I always tell her. 365 get-
ups, it’s not that big a number to get through. Then, I caught sight of a poster on the wall. It was 
batt ered and unloved, but I could just make out the message. Every hour, we dump 365 tonnes 
of plasti c into our oceans. That’s fi ve ti mes as heavy as a space shutt le! Or three-and-a-half blue 
whales! Every hour! Defi nitely not insignifi cant. In an instant, I looked down at the plasti c cup in my 
hand - the fourth I’d used today - and thought back to the plasti c bott le I’d bought from the shop. 
Where would they all end up? Would they be part of the 365?

Finally, it was ti me to go home. As I climbed into my mum’s car to drive the half a mile to our 
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house, I thought back to how I’d started the day. I looked at my watch, I’d only hit another 2000 
extra steps. Not as many as I’d wanted. As if by magic, the man on the radio chimed in with the 
news. Scientists have worked out that around 2000 species of animal are becoming extinct each 
year. Suddenly, 2000 seemed vast.

“That’s 5 species a day!” my mother exclaimed.

I swallowed hard and though back over all the things I’d done today that weren’t helping the 
planet. I don’t think I can live with losing 5 species a day, can you?

SUMMARY FOCUS
Summarise all of the things that she has done during the day that have an impact on the planet 

and climate.

VIPERS QUESTIONS

V Find three examples of vocabulary that tell you the size of a number. 

R How many plastic cups did she use over the day?

R When is her friend’s birthday?

E Explain how the author makes it easier for the reader to understand the scale of the problem.

I When she thinks about her day, how does the author feel? What tells you this?



Answers:

Bought a bottle of water. Used a plastic cup. Radiators on full. Driven a short distance. 

V: Insignificant, loads, miniscule, enormous, insignificant, vast

R: 4

R: Tomorrow / the next day

E: By linking the number of animals and waste to things that happen in her day that seem small at 

the time

I: Shocked, worried, sad and angry. She swallowed hard and talks about how she can’t live with 

losing 5 species a day
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STAGE 5
Unit focus: World War II

Text focus: Newspaper (960L)
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The Wexbridge Crier
19th October 1943

Pigeon Powers Through

At just after 9 am yesterday, an American 
soldier flew to the rescue of hundreds of 

British soldiers. G.I. Joe, a homing pigeon 
trained by the Signal Pigeon Corps in the USA, 
was responsible for one of the most daring, last-
minute rescues ever seen. 

Acting on earlier orders, the 169th Brigade had 
stormed the Italian village of Calvi Vecchia. 
Their target was the remaining German soldiers 
who still held it in a tentative grip. To aid their 
mission, air-support was to be provided by the 
US Air Force.

It came as quite a shock when the Allied troops 
were able to take back the town far ahead of 
schedule. However, what should have been a 
time for muted celebration quickly turned to 
one of panic. 

“We knew the Yanks were on their way to us, 
but the damned radio had packed in. We had no 
way of letting them know we had taken the city. 
No way to stop them sending their bombers,” 
Private J.L Pickard said on his return to base. 

With hundreds of villages and nearly a thousand 
soldiers now at risk of being bombed by their 
allies, thoughts quickly turned to how else to 
solve the problem. 

Fortunately, cool heads prevailed and the 
brave pigeon was called upon. A message was 
dispatched to the air base 20 miles away. In the 
end, G.I. Joe covered the distance in 20 minutes, 
flying at an amazing 60mph. 

It was almost too late. It was only as the planes 
were warming up that the news arrived. Luckily, 

it was joyously received, and the raid cancelled. 

We reached out to the general in charge at the 
time. He said that with radios constantly in and 
out of service, pigeons like G.I Joe are often the 
most essential form of communication. This 
isn’t the first time that a pigeon has saved the 
lives of men. 

Last year, a stricken RAF bomber ditched into 
the freezing waters of the North Sea. With their 
plane’s radio damaged, the men resorted to the 
homing pigeon that they carried aboard for such 
an eventuality. 

That time, it was a bird named Winkie who 
flew over 120 miles to her home loft. There, the 
RAF was able to use the time taken from the 
plane ditching to her arrival to rescue the pilots 
within 15 minutes!

At the Wexbridge Crier, we’d love to hear about 
any animals that you know of that have helped 
with the war effort. Send your information to 
PO Box 42, Wexbridge, Leicestershire.

By M. Withers - War Correspondent

BRAVE YANK FLIES TO THE RESCUE
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RETRIEVAL FOCUS
1. What date was the newspaper written?

2. How many soldiers were saved by G.I. Joe?

3. Why did they have no way of letting the Yanks (Americans) know they had taken the town?

4. How long did it take to rescue the pilots after Winkie’s message?

5. Where did the RAF bomber crash?

VIPERS QUESTIONS

S How did the soldiers feel when they first took back Calvi Vecchia? How did this change?

V Which word explains that the news arriving at the air base was good news?

E Explain how the problem at Calvi Vecchia was solved.

P How else do you think animals might have been used to save people in World War II?

V What are “allies”?



Answers:

1. 19th October 1943

2. Hundreds

3. The radio had packed in (broken)

4. 15 minutes

5. The North Sea

S: Shocked and happy before becoming worried and nervous

V: Joyously

E: A pigeon was used to send a message to the air base in time

P: Any suitable prediction based on research or other understanding of the war

V: People fighting on the same side or for the same outcome

all resources ©2019 Literacy Shed 

http://www.literacyshedplus.com



The Literacy Shed © 2020 3



STAGE 5
Unit focus: Magic and Mystery

Text focus: Narrative (800L)

The Contraption
“You’re doing it wrong again!” 

Hanna sighed. Pippa was her best friend, but she was so upti ght about everything. “I’m sorry!” 

Hanna called back. She heard a muffl  ed grunt in the mechanism above her. Enormous metal cogs 

bit into each other, and steam hissed out of well-worn seals in the copper piping that covered the 

walls like a maze. 

The contrapti on had been Pippa’s idea. She was the brains behind the whole thing. Hanna tried to 

consider herself the brawn, but one look at her scrawny arms and sparrow legs told her that wasn’t 

true either. They’d been working on it together for the last few months, and it was fi nally ge�  ng 

close to testi ng ti me. 

Something whistled in the bowels of the machine. Hanna heard her friend whoop and holler and 

bang her wrench on the metalwork. “It’s working,” Pippa called down. “Get her wound up, and 

we’ll be ready to test it.”

The winding rod was slick with sweat, so Hanna wrapped an oily rag around it and started to wind 

it slowly. There was a lot of resistance. She knew that the other end of the rod was att ached, via 

a system of cogs and pulleys, to a screw that wound down into the river below. By winding the 

wheel, she’d start to draw up water into the enormous sump up above. From there, it would be 

turned into steam that would power the contrapti on. 

A strong wind picked up outside. Hanna heard the creak of the wooden masts twisti ng as the sails 

caught the breeze. The contrapti on rocked but steadied quickly. Sweat dripped into Hanna’s eyes, 

but it would all be worth it. That was the beauty of her friend’s new creati on. Pippa wasn’t content 

with just being amazing at harnessing the steam, she was, above all else, an alchemist. 

Hanna sti ll remembered the day when Pippa came bursti ng out her lab with a small vial of vivid 

green liquid. “This is Infi nitum!” she’d shouted. Hanna knew she must have looked perplexed 
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because Pippa had grabbed her by the hand and dragged her into the lab. There, a wheel no bigger 

than a coin was mounted on an axis. As they both watched, it spun, and spun, and spun. And it 

didn’t stop. 

“Infinitum actually generates energy when it it gets hot!” Pippa exclaimed. “The wheel spinning on 

the bearing generates a small amount of heat through friction. This new liquid turns that heat back 

into more energy. It will never stop spinning!”

Fast-forward a few months and Pippa had built the contraption. She didn’t have enough Infinitum 

to power the machine; instead, she was planning to use it to heat the steam-engine. Providing they 

drew enough water into the super-hot centre of the machine, it would never slow down and never 

stop. 

Hanna gritted her teeth and wrenched the wheel harder. She heard her friend call down from the 

hatch up above, “It’s full...you can stop. Come and see this! It’s working!”

INFERENCE FOCUS
1. How do you know that Hanna thinks Pippa is the more intelligent of the two?

2. What do we know about Pippa’s character? Explain how. 

3. How did Hanna feel when Pippa first showed her Infinitum?

4. What was Pippa’s biggest passion?

5. How hard was Hanna working? How do you know?

VIPERS QUESTIONS

V Which word or phrase tells you that Pippa is good at using steam to help her?

S What was the point of the wheel Hanna was turning?

R What was the name of Pippa’s new creation?

E Why do you think the new creation is called Infinitum?

S
Draw a labelled diagram of what you think the contraption might look like, using evidence 
from the text.



Answers:

1. She refers to her as the brainy one

2. She is focused but uptight - it tells us. She is very clever, especially at alchemy. She was amazing 

at harnessing steam

3. Confused - she said she looked perplexed and Pippa had to explain

4. Alchemy/being an alchemist

5. She was working very hard - the rod was sweaty and sweat started to drip into her eyes

V: Harnessing

S: It would draw water up into the contraption to power the steam engine

R: Infinitum - be careful not to confuse with the contraption

E: Because it allows the device to run infinitely/for infinity

S: Accept any diagram including pertinent information from the text
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STAGE 5
Unit focus: Narrative Poetry

Text focus: Narrative (870L)

The Highwayman
Based on the poem by Alfred Noyes

Storm clouds blew across the night sky, while the moon was tossed upon cloudy seas like a ghostly galleon. 

A blanket of purple heather clung to the moor below where a ribbon of moonlight stretched far into 

the distance. Along the road came a highwayman, riding on a handsome white stallion. On his head, the 

highwayman wore a French cock-hat and a bunch of lace around his neck. His red, velvet coat shone in the 

light, more for show than protecti on against the howling gale. He kicked his thigh-high boots into the side 
of his steed and guided it towards the old inn-door. As he rode, the butt s of his pistols twinkled.

When he arrived at the inn, the doors were locked and barred. The highwayman pursed his lips and 

whistled a gentle tune underneath a parti cular window. Aft er a short while, the shutt ers were eased open 
and Bess, the landlord’s daughter, stared down sweetly: her black eyes twinkled. 

Unbeknownst to the smitt en pair, they weren’t alone. Hidden away in the stable, behind a bale of straw, 
Tim the ostler listened. His hollow eyes, ti nted green by what he witnessed, looked out of a pale white 
mask. Silently, he listened as the highwayman told Bess his plan for the night. 

“I shall be back before the morning light,” the highwayman promised his love. “Though if the wretched 

King’s men harry me, wait for me by moonlight. I promise I will return!” With those parti ng words, he rose 
in his sti rrups and leaned to take the girl’s pale hand. She pulled it away and released the ribbon around 
her hair. Smiling at his love, the highwayman kissed the long, black waves and rode away to the west.

True to her word, Bess waited by her window at dawn. There was no sign of her love. No dot on the gypsy’s 

ribbon that looped amongst the heather. Noon came and went, and soon a tawny sunset cast its glow 

across the lilac hills. And then, from out of nowhere, a troop of red-coated men came marching along the 

road and knocked on the old inn-door. 

King George’s men said nothing as they entered, preferring instead to sit and drink the ale. Bess screamed 

to no avail as half a dozen of them left  the rest and bound her to the foot of her bed, a ti ght gag in her 
mouth. She screamed a muffl  ed curse as they set themselves down at her casement and kept a ti ght eye 
on the growing shadows outside. She daren’t move: when they had bound her, the red-coats had strapped 

a musket to her chest, and she was afraid to struggle against it too much. The handle sparkled in the 
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moonlight, just like the pistols of her betrothed.

Look for me by moonlight.

They would see him! Now she had no choice but to struggle, despite the threat. The knots held against her 

writhing, and soon her wrists were sore. Undeterred, she worked against them, hour after hour, until, on 
the stroke of midnight, she felt the trigger beneath her finger. She knew there was only one way to warn 
her love. Silently, Bess waited until she heard the familiar sound in the distance. 

Tlot-tlot.

The unmistakable sound of her highwayman returning. He had kept his promise! Now, she must keep hers. 

She closed her eyes and pulled.

Outside in the darkness, the sturdy steed reared up at the sound of a gunshot. The highwayman dug his 

heels into the white flanks and spurred his horse to the west. It wasn’t until dawn that he heard of his 
beloved’s sacrifice. 

Shrieking a curse to the sky, the highwayman spurred his horse back towards the road with his rapier held 

high. His spurs glistened red in the golden noon, but still, he pushed on until he rode straight into the red-
coats as they left the old inn. They shot him down like a dog on the highway, his last thoughts filled with 
Bess, the landlord’s black-eyed daughter.

RETRIEVAL FOCUS
1. What type of boots was the highwayman wearing?

2. What colour were Bess’ eyes?

3. Who listened in to Bess and the highwayman’s conversation?

4. How many guards bound Bess to the foot of the bed?

5. What was the sound of the horse that Bess listened out for?

VIPERS QUESTIONS

V Use the context of the sentence to work out the definition of unbeknownst.

V Use a thesaurus to find a synonym for harry.

I When Bess has to struggle, what is the threat that she faces?

E When she closed her eyes and pulled, what did she do? Explain why she did this.

E Use a quote to explain how you know the highwayman rode quickly back to the guards.



Answers:

1. Thigh-high

2. Black

3. Tim the ostler

4. Half a dozen - 6

5. Tlot-tlot

V: Unknown or without knowing

V: Harass, assault, attack etc

I: That she would accidentally trigger the musket/gun or the soldiers would kill her

E: She shot herself to warn the highwayman before the guards saw him

E: His spurs glistened red in the golden noon (he was spurring his horse hard enough to make it 

bleed).
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STAGE 5
Unit focus: Ancient Egypt

Text focus: Narrative (810L)

Tomb Raider
The tombs that sit beneath the ancient pyramids at Giza were designed with one thing in mind: to 

keep the deceased buried. They weren’t built to be opened, and they certainly weren’t constructed 

to allow keen adventurers to go rummaging around trying to fi nd the treasures contained within. 

None of this was going to deter Anna Jones, a reckless archaeologist, fresh out of university. She’d 

grown up watching heroes enter the catacombs and reemerge weighed down with troves of gold. 

She wanted that. She wanted the riches and the adventure that went along with it. 

So far, things had been going to plan. She’d avoided the pit just inside the entrance and wedged a 

piece of wood into the sliding block that threatened to trap her forever. Now it was simply a case of 

fi nding the blasted burial chamber. 

In a way, this was part of the fun: wandering aimlessly along pitch-black corridors, fi nding nothing 

but empty disappointment in room aft er room. In another, more real, way, it was infuriati ng. 

Nobody ever told you about this bit. As she kicked yet another mark in the sand outside yet 

another empty chamber, she cursed her bad luck.

Then, she corrected herself. Even though she considered herself a very sensible, down-to-earth 

kind of person, curses were not something to be taken lightly in the tomb of an Egypti an Pharaoh. 

There were rumours that any soul who entered the burial chamber would leave a shadow of itself, 

unable to enter the aft erlife. Anna reassured herself that such things were nonsense and carried on 

along the corridor.

Further along the passage, her weak torch illuminated a large pile of rubble. She scrambled to the 

top but couldn’t fi nd anywhere that it had fallen from. “This looks more promising,” she mu� ered. 

She jumped slightly at the faint echo of her own voice. She knew that tomb-builders would oft en 

block off  the main chambers with piles of rocks. 

Desperati on took over and Anna started to claw at the stones, throwing them behind her as she 
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tried to make a hole through to the other side. Her fingernails split and bled, but she was too close 

now to care. Suddenly, she stopped. She held a large stone in her hand. Listening carefully, she 

tossed it into the darkness. The expected echo reverberated around the stone walls, but there was 

something else. A tapping sound. 

She threw another stone. Again, the echoes died away, and then the tapping sound followed. It 

sounded like something tapping rhythmically on the hard floor, like drops of water, or a walking 

stick. She strained her ears and heard a second sound. This one was more like something heavy 

being dragged or scraped along the floor. 

A renewed sense of urgency gripped Anna: she was stuck. Should she continue on into the 

chamber, or head back towards whatever was making the sound? She turned back to the pile and 

pressed on. Stone after stone flew behind her; the tapping and scraping grew closer.

With her last ounce of strength, Anna clawed away the final stone and fell into the chamber 

beyond. A look of terror etched itself on her face, and she screamed silently. Somebody was 

waiting for her.

RETRIEVAL FOCUS
1. Where are the pyramids in the story?

2. What does the language used tell you about Anna Jones?

3. What was Anna scared of?

4. How could she see where she was going?

5. What happened to her hands when she dug the stones?

VIPERS QUESTIONS

V What does the word desceased mean?

S What traps had been set to deter robbers?

I
What does the phrase “empty disappointment” tell you about how Anna felt when she 
went into each room?

P Why do you think Anna was kicking marks into the sand outside each door?

P Why do you think Egyptians spread rumours of curses? Do you think they were real?



Answers:

1. Giza (Egypt)

2. She was recklass/carefree, desperate for adventure, wanted to find treasure

3. The curse

4. She had a torch

5. Her fingernails split and bled

V: Dead

S: A pit and a sliding block

I: She was disappointed/sad to find that there was nothing in it

P: To make sure she knew which ones she had been in

P: It would put people off trying to break into the tomb.
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A message from  
Talk for Writing

PLEASE
DONATE!

Dear Teacher/Parent/Carer, 

Welcome to batch four of our home-school English units.

We are continuing to receive huge amounts of positive feedback from teachers, 
parents and children about our units which have been downloaded tens of thousands 
of times.

If these booklets are used at home, we expect teachers to support children through 
their home-school links. The booklets are also ideal for in school ‘bubble’ sessions. 

We want to use this batch of units to raise money for the NSPCC.  
Sadly, having to spend time in enforced isolation during Covid-19 will have put many 
children at greater risk of abuse and neglect. The NSPCC website provides useful 
guidance here. We are therefore asking for voluntary contributions of:

•  £5 per year group unit 

Schools using or sending the link to a unit to their pupils 

•  £2 per unit 

Parents using a unit with their child, if they can afford to do so

The above amounts are recommendations only. If you are finding the units of use and 
are able to donate more, please do!

DONATE HERE  

www.justgiving.com/fundraising/tfw-nspcc

A huge thank you for all your donations so far. We are pleased to be able to provide 
the units as free downloads, whilst also using them to support good causes. 

We hope you enjoy this batch of units as much as the previous ones. 

With best wishes,

Pie Corbett 
Talk for Writing

What is Talk for Writing? 
Thousands of schools in the UK, and beyond, follow the Talk for Writing  
approach to teaching and learning. If you’re new to Talk for Writing, 
find more about it here. 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/reporting-abuse/coronavirus-abuse-neglect-vulnerable-children/
https://www.talk4writing.co.uk/about/
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Welcome to the wonderful world of wizards! Come 
with me and explore things that will help you with 
your writing skills and build on the work you do  
at school. 

 

For thousands of years, humans all over the world have 

tried to discover the power of wizards. There are many 

stories about what we do, where we live and the spells we 

cast. I’m here to introduce you to the world of wizardry 

and to inspire you to write about wonderful wizards! 

 

 

Have you ever wondered what it’s like 

to be a young wizard? What if you 

found out you actually were one? Let’s 

imagine you are! What would you look 

like? What would you wear? What 

special powers would you have? 

 

 

Top Wizard cards 
 
Let’s put all your ideas onto  

‘Top Wizard’ cards in Top-

Trump style. First, take a look 

at mine: 
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Create your Top Wizard cards here 

★ Creative challenge – make a set of wizard ‘Top Trumps’ and play 

with someone else at home or school.  Here are some wizards to 

get you going but you can create as many as you like. 

 

If you don’t know how to pay Top Trumps you can find out 

here: http://www.toptrumps.com/how-to-play-top-

trumps/ 
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Let’s go to wizard school! 
 

So now you are a wizard, there’s a place just for you! Take a 

look at this advert for The School of Wizardry. It is written to 

persuade you to join the school and learn to be a great 

wizard. Read it through and see if this is the school for you! 

 

Welcome to the School of Wizardry 

 

Are you a budding wizard, full of spells and magic? Do you long to be the 

finest wizard in all the land? If so, come along to our School of Wizardry 

and learn to be a Master Wizard! Don’t miss out on this once-in-a-

millennium opportunity. 

        The School of Wizardry offers remarkable education for wizards of 

all calibres. Learn new skills from highly qualified professors of wizardry 

and enjoy our stunning curriculum, which boasts a multitude of 

outstanding classes. The choice of lessons here is unrivalled and includes: 

- preparing magic spells and inventing potions; 

- broomstick manoeuvres and expert flying skills; 

- specialist invisibility and advanced disguise; 

- perfection in wand-handling skills. 

        Our exceptional school is renowned around the globe and places are 

highly sought after. Study here and we can guarantee you’ll pass every 

wizard exam with flying colours. It is certain you’ll be the envy of all your 

wizard friends. 

        Study with the best! We have been rated ‘Super-Terrific’ in a recent 

inspection by the W.S.B (Wizard School Board) and you won’t find 

tutelage like this anywhere else in the universe. We also have up-to-the-

minute equipment, beautifully decorated classrooms and the most divine, 

freshly cooked school dinners. What are you waiting for? Apply now! 

      Come, join us. Leave other wizards far behind! Win in the world  

of wizards!                      
 

©Maria Richards 2020 
 

You can also listen to the text here:  
https://soundcloud.com/talkforwriting/wizards/s-N2Kss3KDdxd  
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What do the words mean? 
★ Let’s investigate this persuasive text a little more. Take a 

look at the meaning of some of the words from the advert. 

Word: Definition: 

budding when a plant starts to develop buds or a person starts 

showing they might become good at something 

calibre the quality of someone’s character or the level of someone’s 

ability 

multitude a large number of something  

unrivalled better than anyone or anything 

manoeuvres a number of movements that require care and skill 

disguise to hide or change how you look  

renowned to be famous for something 

tutelage teaching or tuition 

 

 

Use an example 

★ Look at the definitions above. Draw a small image in each box 

            to help you remember the meaning of the word. 

multitude 

	

	

	

disguise 

manoeuvres 

 

	

	

tutelage 
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Which synonym?  
 
★ Synonyms are words with the same or similar meanings. 

★ Match the synonyms below this table to the target 

   words. 

★ Can you find any more synonyms to add into the table? 

 

Target word Synonyms 

budding 
 

calibre 
 

multitude 
 

unrivalled 
 

manoeuvres 
 

disguise 
 

renowned 
 

tutelage 
 

Which synonyms match the target words? 
 

supreme   promising   famous   many    teaching    movements   

talents    camouflage 
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Finish the sentence 
★ Using your knowledge of the target words below, finish the 
sentence so it makes sense. 

 
Disneyland is renowned for  
 

Spies often wear a disguise so 
 

There is a multitude of wildlife in the countryside, such as  
 

The budding popstar appeared on 
 
 

★ Challenge: Now write some sentences using any of our new words. I have 

done one for you: 
 

The driver did some interesting manoeuvres whilst 

trying to park. 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

★ Are there any other words you don't know the meaning of? Can you 

find out the definition? You could ask someone else in your home to 

tell you, use a dictionary or search the internet. On a separate piece of 

paper, try and think up an image that represents what they mean and 

then use the words in a sentence. 
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Wizard words 

★ Let’s have some fun with words. To cast a spell, you need wizard 

words. Take a look at these: 
 

‘Explode-ium’   ‘Farm-ius’   ‘Shade-iorum’  ‘Pen-iosa’   ‘Sprint-lorus’ 

 

These are everyday words turned into wizard words by adding a ‘spell’ 

ending. You say the endings like this: 

 

How it is spelt:  How you say it: 

-ium     ee-um 

-ius    ee-us 

-iorum   ee-or-um 

-iosa    ee-oh-sa 

-lorus    law-us 

 

So, for Explode-ium, you would say Explode-ee-um. Have a go at saying the 

wizard words now: 

‘Explode-ium’   ‘Farm-ius’   ‘Shade-iorum’  ‘Pen-iosa’   ‘Sprint-lorus’ 

 

Your challenge is: 

★ Choose an everyday word from group 1.  

★ Match your word with any ending from group 2. 

★ Write it in the table below and say your new words aloud. 

 
 

           Group 1 
 

          Group2 

explore read -ium     

match care -lorus 

pat exceed -iosa  

lamp coat -iorum  

board zip 
 

-ius 
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The wizard word game 
 

New wizard words for spells: 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

★ Challenge: Now write some spells! String THREE wizard words together 

and don't forget to separate them with a comma to make a list. This 

creates your spell. Now practise saying your spells aloud. We always say 

the third word the loudest, so end with an exclamation mark to show 

this. For example: 

 Farm-ius, Shade-iorum, EXPLODE-IUM! 
 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 
 



 

10	

©	Talk	for	Writing	

Wizard comprehension! 
Here’s a quick-fire reading quiz about the wizard advert. How 

many questions can you answer? 

 

How can you become the finest wizard in the land? 

 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

Does budding mean you are becoming good at something or you are old? 

 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Anyone can go to the School of Wizardry. TRUE or FALSE? 

 
 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Which phrase in the text means the same as latest? 
 

 

 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Which two lessons will make you better at casting spells? 

 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Find and copy four words that show you this school is great and make you 

really want to go. 

 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Why might the school have been rated ‘Super-terrific’? 

 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Why might you be the envy of your friends if you go to this school? 
 

 

 

 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

11	

©	Talk	for	Writing	

What makes good persuasive writing?   

★ Let’s investigate some of the words and phrases that would help 

make your writing persuasive and be useful when writing an 

advert. 
 

Weasel words 
Weasel words are used to make you think everything is 

absolutely wonderful. They are boastful and they 

exaggerate the claims you are making. Below, the weasel 

words are boastful adjectives, describing the things in the 

School of Wizardry. Take a look at some examples:  

 

We provide remarkable education.  

Our curriculum has outstanding classes.  

The choice is unrivalled.  

Our school is exceptional. 

We have highly qualified professors. 

Enjoy our stunning curriculum. 

Up-to-the-minute equipment. 

Beautifully decorated classrooms.  

The most divine school dinners. 
 

Here are some more adjectives that can be used to be boastful. If you’re 

unsure about what some of them mean, find out the definition. You could 

ask someone else in your home to tell you, use a dictionary or search the 

internet. 
 

astounding	 astonishing	 breathtaking	 sensational	

awesome	 spectacular	 extraordinary	 unbelievable	

wondrous	 amazing	 staggering	 incredible	
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The ‘fill the gaps’ game 
 

Let’s try to use our weasel words in another advert. Choose a boastful 

adjective to fill in the gaps below. Make our Wizard Hotel sound 

wonderful! 
 

Come along to the _________________ Wizard Hotel. The view is  
 

________________, with ___________ skies and ______________ scenery.  
 

The __________________ rooms are________________. You can laze by 
 

the pool and enjoy _______________ service from our _______________ 

staff. 
 

★ Why not have some fun? Swap the weasel adjectives for 

negative ones that make the hotel sound terrible!  I’ve 

done the first one for you. 
 

Come along to the crumbling Wizard Hotel. The view is  
 

________________, with ___________ skies and ______________ scenery.  
 

The __________________ rooms are________________. You can laze by 
 

the pool and enjoy _______________ service from our _______________ 

staff. 
 

★ Writing tip: Using these boastful adjectives in a sentence of three can 

be very powerful. Take a look at this from the text:  

 
We also have up-to-the-minute equipment, beautifully 

decorated classrooms and the most divine, freshly cooked 

school dinners. 
 

Have a go at finishing this one for the Wizard Hotel: 

 

The wizard hotel has …………………………………………………………………. 
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Weasel phrases 
As well as weasel words, there are also persuasive weasel 

phrases in the school advert. These draw you in by speaking to 

you personally and try to make you believe everything the 

writer is telling you. They make you feel like you must do what 

the writer says or have what they are offering. Look at the 

ones below. 
 

Places are highly sought after. 

We can guarantee … 

You won’t find … like this anywhere else!  

You’ll be the envy of … 
 

Try using some of them to write some sentences about our Wizard 

Hotel. I’ve done one for you. Remember to speak directly to your 

reader by using the word you. 
 

We can guarantee you the best holiday ever! 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 
Add in imperative (bossy) verbs 
Telling your reader what to do in a bossy way is a much-used persuasive 

technique. For this you use imperative verbs that get straight to the point. 

Advertisers love them because they instruct the reader to do something. 
 

Study with the best!  

Don’t miss out on …  

Come along to … 

Learn new skills … 

Enjoy our stunning curriculum … 

Study here … 

Apply now … 



 

14	

©	Talk	for	Writing	

 

★ Take a look at the passage below and underline all the 

bossy verbs you can find.  
 

Join our happy crew of wizard teachers and fly into a wonderful 

career. Watch children grow under your expert teaching. Enjoy all 

the amazing resources our school has to offer. Listen to the happy 

chatter of your students as they engage in your marvelous lessons. 

Be amazing! Be the best! Be with us! 
 

 
Asking leading questions to your reader  
Asking questions directly to your reader is another weaselly 

technique to draw them in to what you are saying. It tries to 

make the reader think or act in a certain way. For example:  

 
 

Are you a budding wizard? 

Do you long to be the finest wizard in all the land? 

What are you waiting for? 

 
What other questions might you ask someone, if you were persuading them 

to come to YOUR school? Use the Are you… Do you… starters and what, why 

and when question words. For example: 

 

Why go anywhere else? 

Do you want to be the best writer in primary school?  
 

 

 

 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Alliteration – make the words sound 
attractive  
Alliteration is when words start with the same sound. This can 

come in handy when you want to grab your reader’s attention 

and is also good to use for a catchy slogan or ending to your 

writing. In our advert we had: 

Win in the world of wizards! 

What other slogans could you use to persuade people using alliteration? Let’s 

try with the types of things your reader would see. 

The alliteration game  
 

Your challenge is:  

★ Think of a letter e.g. A/B/C … 

★ Think of a noun and adjective that starts with that letter 

★ Then think of a verb 

★ Put it together in a slogan starting with: See … 

For example: 

L - lazy/lion/lounge would become: See lazy lions lounging! 

S - slippery/saucepans/sink would become: See slippery saucepans 

sinking! 
 

Try out some slogans below. 

 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

- 
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Design your school! 
 

What school would you like to advertise? Maybe a school of 

skateboarding or cycling or cookery or computer games or … ? 

Your school could be for something imaginary like a Unicorn 

school, a Troll school, a Dragon school … 

 

Take a look at the simple floor plan below. It’s a type of map that lets you 

plan what the inside of a building looks like. It shows a ‘bird’s eye view’ of 

how the space is divided up as if you were looking down on it from above. 

Can you work out how the doors and windows are shown on the plan?  

 

 

As you can see, this is a rather 

dull, very symmetric school 

plan with 8 square rooms. But 

you can plan your school any 

way you like and decide what 

is going to be the focus of 

each room. Sketch out your 

ideas on any old piece of 

paper and, once you’ve 

decided what you want, draw 

it neatly on the graph paper 

below as this makes drawing 

the plan easy.  
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Now advertise your school! 
 

Look back at the weaselly language used to advertise the wizard 

school on page 4. Use some of the ideas there, plus the 

structure of the advert below, to plan how to advertise your 

own school.  
 

Underlying structure Jot down your ideas in note form 

Ask questions to the 

reader to draw them in 

and then invite them to 

the school e.g. Do you …?  

Are you …?  If so, …   

 

 

 

 

 

Tell the reader what the 

school has to offer. List 4 

or more activities on offer. 

Don’t forget to boast e.g.  

We have exceptional … 

 

 

 

Tell the reader what will 

happen if they go to your 

school e.g. 

Study here and … 

 

 

 

 

Boast about what other 

wonderful things your 

school has and include a 

sentence of 3.  

 

End with a catchy slogan 

e.g. Win in the world of 

wizards!   
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Write away! 
 
Here are your persuasive tools to help you write : 
 

★ Ask questions:  Do you … ? Are you … ? What are you … ? 
 

★ Use weasel words – make them boastful and positive: exceptional, 

wonderful, superb … 
 

★ Use persuasive phrases to make your reader think: We can 

guarantee … 
 

★ Tell your reader what to do by using bossy, imperative verbs: Enjoy 

our curriculum, learn new skills … 
 

★  Be extra boastful with a sentence of 3 amazing things:  We also have 

up-to-the-minute equipment, beautifully decorated classrooms 

and the most divine, freshly cooked school dinners. 
 

★ Round off with a catchy slogan using alliteration: Win in the world of 

wizards! 
 

 

★ Now you’re ready to write your 
advert! Use your plan to draft it on a 
separate piece of paper and don’t forget 
to check the punctuation and flow. Does it 
sound persuasive enough? 
 

Remember to: 

• read your work and check it flows and makes sense;  

• use your persuasive tools to hook the reader;  

• check your capital letters at the start of sentences, full stops at the end 

and any exclamation marks and question marks that are needed. 
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What? Wizards in the news? 

 

Sometimes you can read about what we wizards get up to in 

special newspapers. Here’s part of a report about a very 

talented wizard!  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

	

 
 
 
 

When? Who? What? Why? Where? openers 

 

My favourite paragraph in a newspaper report is the first one. It's clever 

because it tells you the whole story without you having to read it all. It uses 

the 5 W’s above to do this. 

 

Yesterday (when), budding wizard Mercule Otterham (who), 10 years 

old, received the top Wizarding Award (what) for creating the best 

happiness potion (why) at the World Magic Championships in 

Greenland (where). 
 

 

What else could a wizard receive an award for? Maybe they won a 

broomstick race or defeated a terrible wizard enemy? 

 

For example: Last week, wizard hero Henry Puttage, 134 years old, 

received a golden trophy for finally trapping the last dangerous 

Wizard Troll in his newly invented trap. 
 

The Magic Times 
  

Willing Wizard 

Yesterday, budding wizard Mercule 

Otterham, 10 years old, received 

the top Wizarding Award for 

creating the best happiness potion 

at the World Magic Championships 

in Greenland. 
	



 

20	

©	Talk	for	Writing	

 

 

★ Now you try using the 5Ws to write a new paragraph about a 

successful wizard. Remember to tell me when, who, what, why and 

where. Use the example above to help you. 

 
 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 
 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

★ Challenge: Can you write another 5W paragraph about anything else? 

It could be something true or something you make up. Don’t forget to 

tell me when, who, what, why and where. Use the example above to 

help you. 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 
 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



 

21	

©	Talk	for	Writing	

Crazy quotes 

There are usually quotes from witnesses in newspaper reports 

too. This is when you write down what people say about an 

event. Here’s what Mercule said about his award: 
 

“This is the best day ever! Receiving this award has made 

me super proud,” Mercule told the WizardTimes. 
 

★ You need to use speech punctuation when you write a quote in a 

newspaper, just like you do in your stories. To help you remember 

where the punctuation goes, use the steps below: 
 

Speech Toolkit 

1. Open speech with inverted commas: “ 

2. Write what the person is saying 

3. Signal the end of the speech with punctuation: usually it’s a comma but 

could be ? or ! (depending on what’s been said). 

4. Close speech with inverted commas: ” 

5. Say who said it. e.g. told, reported, exclaimed, informed, stated, said.  

6. End with a full stop. 

 

Decide on a couple of other things your award winning wizard might 

say and write them down below. Remember to include how the 

wizard was feeling. 

 
 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

 

 

★ HAVE YOU CHECKED YOUR PUNCTUATION? Go back and take a look 
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Wonderful Wizard Potions 
 

Let’s get creative. There has been a lot of talk in this booklet 

about magic and potions, so I thought it would be fun to 

create one. Take a look at what I have put in my potion: 
 

My Wonderful Wizard Potion 
 

Into my potion, I will drop … 

Glitter from the wings of the fastest fairy, 

Slime from the skin of the slowest slug, 

The sound of starlight bursting in a black sky, 

The smell of ocean mist tumbling, 

A cloak made of cobwebs, 

Some shoes made of rain, 

1000 blinking eyes, 

One dot stolen from the letter i, 

A spoonful of words that start with p, 

A touch of happiness. 
©Maria Richards 

 

 
 

Write a potion poem 
Now have a go at writing your potion poem. What magical things 

would you drop into your potion? Follow my pattern above and 

think about the language you can use. Be as inventive as you can. 
 

★ Try to make your items sound exciting by using alliteration – where 

words start with the same sound e.g. fastest fairy, slowest slug 

★ Use precise, powerful verbs that show things in a more exciting way 

e.g. bursting, tumbling 

★ Choose unusual things to add to your potion. Be as inventive as you 

can e.g. a cloak made of cobwebs, shoes made of rain 

★ Use opposites or pairs to create interest: 1000 and then 1, the 

fastest and then the slowest, ‘the sound of …’ and then ‘the 

smell of …’ 

★ Use a measure of something e.g. a touch of, a pinch of, a handful 

of, a spoonful of, a list of … 
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★ Use this planner to help you sort your ideas for your poem. Remember 

that the items go in pairs. When you have finished, use the tips above 

to draft your poem on a separate piece of paper. 

 

Underlying structure New poem ideas 

Two items you would use in a potion 

from interesting things.  

Use the pattern:  … from the … of 

 e.g. Glitter from the wings of… 

1 

 

 

2 

The sound of something 
 

The smell of something 
 

Two pieces of unusual clothing 
1 

 

 

2 

A large number of something e.g. 

1000 blinking eyes 

 

A small number of something: 

One dot 

 

Two measurements of something e.g  

A spoonful of words 

1 

 

 

2 

Optional: Any other ideas you want to 

add 
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Let’s Publish! 
Once you have checked your poem, publish it by writing it inside this bottle. 

outline here. 
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Why not try some Wizard Science? 
 
★ I asked my friend Dr Jo, from the School of Science, if there 

were any science experiments that you could try out at 

home, that were a little like potions. She has come up with 

four great ones for you to try.  

 

Make sure you take care and always do these with an adult. You may have to 

add things to your shopping list for some of the experiments. 

 

If you try some, you can write about what you did using this planner to help 

you: 

 

 

Underlying structure Sentence starters to help with writing 

State what the experiment was 

about. 

The experiment I tried was … 
 

Items used. For the experiment I needed … 

What was done. 

(Use first, next, after that, 

finally to structure this bit) 

To do the experiment, first I … 

Next I … 

What happened.  

What was seen. 

When I did the experiment I … 
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You can read lots more about these experiments here: 

https://cutt.ly/syOqV9H  
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Invention 

 
Well Done! We’ve reached the end of our 
booklet. 
 
If you want to do more writing, you could try some 

INVENTING by using what you have learnt at school 

already. Here are a few ideas: 
 

★ Write a set of instructions for how to make a potion of your choice. It 

could be a happiness potion, a potion that helps you to speak a new 

language, a potion that creates an instant party or … 

 

★ Write a story that has a wizard as the main character. Use a story 

pattern that you know or perhaps you’d like to try this simple warning 

story structure: 

 

Wizard character is warned not to do something. 

 

Wizard character does the thing they are warned not to do. 

 

Something goes wrong and the wizard is in trouble. 

 

The wizard has to be rescued. 

 

The wizard is punished for not listening to the warning. 
 

★ Write an information text about wizards. Tell the reader what they are, 

where they live, what they do, what their favourite things are and end 

on some fascinating facts.  

 

★ Design and write an invitation, inviting wizards to an awards 

ceremony. 
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Some final Wonderful Wizard things to do: 
Make wizard cupcakes 

A great recipe from Cadbury’s here: 
https://www.cadburykitchen.com.au/recipes/view/chocolate-wizard-hat-cup-cakes/36/ 

 
Learn some magic tricks 

Check with an adult that it’s ok to do this before you start! 
https://www.thesprucecrafts.com/magic-tricks-for-beginners-and-kids-2267083 

 
 
 
Time for me to get back to teaching 
Wizards. I hope you’ve had fun and 
enjoyed your writing! Why not rate your 
journey with me. Put a star along the 
scale to show how much you enjoyed it: 
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My favourite parts of the booklet were … 

This workbook has helped me learn … 
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Answers 

 

Target word Synonyms 

budding promising 

calibre  talents     

multitude many    

unrivalled supreme 

manoeuvres movements 

disguise camouflage 

renowned famous 

tutelage teaching 

 

Wizard Comprehension! 
How can you become the finest wizard in the land? 

You can go to the School of Wizardry. 
 

Does budding mean you are becoming good at something or you are old? 

It means becoming good at something. 

Anyone can go to the School of Wizardry. TRUE or FALSE? 

FALSE. Only budding wizards can go. 

 

Which phrase in the text means the same as latest? 

Up-to-the-minute 

 

Which two lessons will make you better at casting spells? 

The ‘preparing magic spells and inventing potions’ and the ‘perfection in wand 

handling skills’. 
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Find and copy four words that show you this school is great and make you 

really want to go. 

Any weasel words e.g. 

Remarkable/outstanding/unrivalled/exceptional/highly qualified/stunning/up-

to-the-minute/beautifully/most divine  

 
 

Why might the school have been rated ‘Super-terrific’? 

Any plausible answer like: The school is so good at teaching. The school has 

brilliant facilities. The school is very modern and offers great lessons. 

 

Why might you be the envy of your friends if you go to this school? 
 

Any plausible answer like: You will get the best exam results. You get to go to a 

fantastic school. You have a choice of amazing lessons. You have the best 

school dinners. The school is famous. The school is the best in the world. The 

teaching is wonderful. 

 

 

 

 

 

Take a look at the passage below and underline all the bossy verbs.  
 

Join our happy crew of wizard teachers and fly into a wonderful 

career. Watch children grow under your expert teaching. Enjoy all 

the amazing resources our school has to offer. Listen to the happy 

chatter of your students as they engage in your marvellous lessons. 

Be amazing! Be the best! Be with us! 
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Adding decimals within 1

1  Work out the additions.

Use the number lines to help you.

a) 0.3 + 0.2 = 

 

0 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.8 0.9 1

b) 0.1 + 0.4 = 

0 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.8 0.9 1

c) 0.2 + 0.1 + 0.2 = 

0 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.8 0.9 1

What do you notice about your answers? 

2  Complete the part-whole models.

a)       c)

b)       d)

3  Complete the additions.

Use the place value charts to help you.

a) 0.42 + 0.3 = 

b) 0.28 + 0.32 = 
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0.1 0.3
0.5

0.4

0.7 0.2 0.05 0.0050.5

Ones Tenths Hundredths

   
 

 

 

 

 

Ones Tenths Hundredths

   



0 4 0 2

+ 0 0 3
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c) 0.28 + 0.36 = 

4  Use the column method to work out the additions.

a)                               d)

b)  e)  

c)  f)  

5  Jack has set up a column addition  

to work out 0.19 + 0.07

What mistake has Jack made?

6  Work out 7 hundredths + 34 hundredths. 

Give your answer as a decimal.

7 hundredths + 34 hundredths = 

7  Eva drinks a quarter of a litre of water. 

Mo drinks 0.3 litres of water.

Whitney drinks a tenth of a litre more water than Mo.

How much water do Eva, Mo and Whitney  

drink altogether?

0 4 2

+ 0 3

0 4 2

+ 0 0 3 3

0 0 4

+ 0 3 3

0 4 3 6

+ 0 1 7

0 7 5 1

+ 0 0 9

0 1 9

+ 0 7

Ones Tenths Hundredths

   

Water
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c) 0.28 + 0.36 = 

4  Use the column method to work out the additions.

a)                               d)

b)  e)  

c)  f)  

5  Jack has set up a column addition  

to work out 0.19 + 0.07

What mistake has Jack made?

6  Add together 7 hundredths and 34 hundredths. 

Give your answer as a decimal.

7 hundredths and 34 hundredths = 

7  Eva drinks a quarter of a litre of water. 

Mo drinks 0.3 litres of water.

Whitney drinks a tenth of a litre more water than Mo.

How much water do Eva, Mo and Whitney  

drink altogether?

0 4 2

+ 0 3

0 4 2

+ 0 0 3 3

0 0 4

+ 0 3 3

0 4 3 6

+ 0 1 7

0 7 5 1

+ 0 0 9

0 1 9

+ 0 7

Ones Tenths Hundredths

   

Water



Subtracting decimals within 1

1  Work out the subtractions.

Use the number lines to help you.

a) 0.9 – 0.2 = 

 

0 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.8 0.9 1

b) 0.8 – 0.1 = 

0 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.8 0.9 1

c) 1 – 0.2 – 0.1 = 

0 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.8 0.9 1

What do you notice about your answers?

2  Complete the part-whole models.

a)       c)

b)       d)

3  Complete the subtractions.

Use the place value charts to help you. The first one has been 

started for you.

a) 0.42 – 0.3 = 

Ones Tenths Hundredths

   
 

 

 

 

b) 0.28 – 0.05 = 

Ones Tenths Hundredths

   
     

   

© White Rose Maths 2020

0.6

0.3

0.09

0.03

0.7

0.3

0.005

0.004
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4  Use the column method to work out the subtractions.

a)  c)  

b)  d)  

5  

Do you agree with Eva? 

Work out the answer to 0.56 – 0.099

6  Find the difference between 53 hundredths and 8 tenths. 

Give your answer as a decimal.

The difference between 53 hundredths and 8 tenths is 

7  A piece of wood is 0.9 metres long. 

It is cut into 3 unequal pieces.

The first piece is 0.2 metres longer than the second piece.

The third piece is 23 hundredths of a metre shorter than the  

second piece.

How long is each piece of wood?

 

 1st =  2nd =         3rd = 

I can’t work out 0.56 – 0.099 

because 99 is bigger than 56

0 8 9

– 0 4

0 7 7

– 0 6 8

0 7

– 0 2 5

0 7 7

– 0 6 4

1st

2nd

3rd
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a)       c)

b)       d)

3  Complete the subtractions.

Use the place value charts to help you. The first one has been 

started for you.
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Ones Tenths Hundredths

   
 

 

 

 

b) 0.28 – 0.05 = 

Ones Tenths Hundredths
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4  Use the column method to work out the subtractions.

a)  c)  

b)  d)  

5  

Do you agree with Eva? 

Work out the answer to 0.56 – 0.099

6  Find the difference between 53 hundredths and 8 tenths. 

Give your answer as a decimal.

The difference between 53 hundredths and 8 tenths is 

7  A piece of wood is 0.9 metres long. 

It is cut into 3 unequal pieces.

The first piece is 0.2 metres longer than the second piece.

The third piece is 23 hundredths of a metre shorter than the  

second piece.

How long is each piece of wood?

 

 1st =  2nd =         3rd = 

I can’t work out 0.56 – 0.099 

because 99 is bigger than 56

0 8 9

– 0 4

0 7 7

– 0 6 8

0 7

– 0 2 5

0 7 7

– 0 6 4

1st

2nd

3rd



Complements to 1

1  Each hundred square represents one whole.

Use the hundred squares to help you complete the additions.

a) 0.3 +  = 1 c)  1 =  + 0.79

 

  

 

 

 

       

b) 0.35 +  = 1 d)    + 0.01 = 1

        

2  Complete the calculations.

Shade the hundred squares to help you.

a) 1 = 0.47 +   b)  0.02 + 0.2 +  = 1

 

  

 

 

 

         

3  Complete the bar models.

a) 

 

1

0.17

b) 

 

 

1

0.49

c)

 
0.71

1

d)

 
0.32 0.33

1
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4  Teddy has these counters.

He wants to exchange these for as many 1s counters as possible.

How many 1s counters can he collect?          
 

 

5  Complete the additions.

54 +  = 100

5.4 +  = 10

0.54 +  = 1

0.054 +  = 0.1

 

 What is the same and what is different about your answers? 

6  Complete the sentences.

a) 6 tenths +  tenths = 1 whole

b) 23 hundredths +  hundredths = 1 whole

c) 2 tenths +  hundredths +  tenths = 1 whole 

7  Match the pairs of decimals that add together to make 1 whole.

0.12

    

0.988

0.21

    

0.79

0.212

    

0.778

0.012

    

0.788

0.222

    

0.88

8  Mo has completed these calculations.

He has got them all incorrect.

What mistake has Mo made?

Correct Mo’s calculations.

a) 0.22 +  = 1   c)  0.677 +  = 1

b) 0.39 +  = 1  

a)  0.22 + 0.88 = 1

b)  0.39 + 0.71 = 1

c)  0.677 + 0.433 = 1

10

1

101

10

1

10

1

10

1

10

1

10

1

10

1

100

1

100

1

100

1

100
1

100

1

100
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b) 0.35 +  = 1 d)    = 0.01 = 1
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4  Teddy has these counters.

He wants to exchange these for as many 1s counters as possible.

How many 1s counters can he collect?          
 

 

5  Complete the additions.

54 +  = 100

5.4 +  = 10

0.54 +  = 1

0.054 +  = 0.1

 

 What is the same and what is different about your answers? 

6  Complete the sentences.

a) 6 tenths +  tenths = 1 whole

b) 23 hundredths +  hundredths = 1 whole

c) 2 tenths +  hundredths +  tenths = 1 whole 

7  Match the pairs of decimals that add together to make 1 whole.

0.12

    

0.988

0.21

    

0.79

0.212

    

0.778

0.012

    

0.788

0.222

    

0.88

8  Mo has completed these calculations.

He has got them all incorrect.

What mistake has Mo made?

Correct Mo’s calculations.

a) 0.22 +  = 1   c)  0.677 +  = 1

b) 0.39 +  = 1  

a)  0.22 + 0.88 = 1

b)  0.39 + 0.71 = 1

c)  0.677 + 0.433 = 1

10

1

101

10

1

10

1

10

1

10

1

10

1

10

1

100

1

100

1

100

1

100
1

100

1

100



Adding decimals – crossing the whole

1  Work out the totals of these decimals.

Use the number lines to help you.

a) 0.7 + 0.7 = 

 

0 0.5 1.51 2

b) 0.9 + 0.45 = 

 

 

 
0 0.5 1.51 2

c) 0.6 + 0.8 + 0.15 = 

 

 
0 0.5 1.51 2

2  Complete the additions.

a) 0.74 + 0.36 =   

        

Ones Tenths Hundredths

   
   

   

   

       

 

b) 0.86 + 0.68 =  

        

Ones Tenths Hundredths
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0 7 4

+ 0 3 6

0 8 6

+ 0 6 8



0 3

+ 0 8 0 4

0 6 0 4

+ 0 5 1 9

3  Use the column method to work out the additions.

a)                                             e)

b)                                             f)

c)                                             g)

d)                                             h)

0 7 5 1

+ 0 3 2

0 5

+ 0 7 7

0 2 2 2

+ 0 8 7 6
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4  Teddy runs 0.32 km.

 Amir runs half a kilometre.

 Whitney runs 0.47 km.

a) How far do they run altogether?

 km

b) Jack runs 7 tenths of a kilometre further than Whitney.

 How far does Jack run?

 km

5  Ron buys all these items plus a drink costing ninety-five pence.

 How much does Ron spend in total?

 

 Ron spends £  in total. 

0 4 2

+ 0 6 9

0 4 1

+ 0 7

0 9 6

+ 0 9 7

Crisps

£0.79

£0.65

£0.54



Adding decimals – crossing the whole

1  Work out the totals of these decimals.

Use the number lines to help you.

a) 0.7 + 0.7 = 

 

0 0.5 1.51 2

b) 0.9 + 0.45 = 

 

 

 
0 0.5 1.51 2

c) 0.6 + 0.8 + 0.15 = 

 

 
0 0.5 1.51 2

2  Complete the additions.

a) 0.74 + 0.36 =   

        

Ones Tenths Hundredths

   
   

   

   

       

 

b) 0.86 + 0.68 =  

        

Ones Tenths Hundredths
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0 7 4

+ 0 3 6

0 8 6

+ 0 6 8



0 3

+ 0 8 0 4

0 6 0 4

+ 0 5 1 9

3  Use the column method to work out the additions.

a)                                             e)

b)                                             f)

c)                                             g)

d)                                             h)

0 7 5 1

+ 0 3 2

0 5

+ 0 7 7

0 2 2 2

+ 0 8 7 6
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4  Teddy runs 0.32 km.

 Amir runs half a kilometre.

 Whitney runs 0.47 km.

a) How far do they run altogether?

 km

b) Jack runs 7 tenths of a kilometre further than Whitney.

 How far does Jack run?

 km

5  Ron buys all these items plus a drink costing ninety-five pence.

 How much does Ron spend in total?

 

 Ron spends £  in total. 

0 4 2

+ 0 6 9

0 4 1

+ 0 7

0 9 6

+ 0 9 7

Crisps

£0.79

£0.65

£0.54



Adding decimals with the same number
of decimal places

1  Complete the additions. 

Use the place value charts to help you.

a) 4.45 + 3.21 = 

Ones Tenths Hundredths

1
 

1
 

1

1
 

  

 

   

  

1
 

1
 

1
    

b) 4.45 + 3.61 = 

Ones Tenths Hundredths

c) 4.45 + 3.78 = 

Which calculation was easier? Talk about it with a partner. 

2  Use the column method to work out the additions.

a)                                             e)

b)                                             f)

c)                                             g)

 

d)                                             h)

© White Rose Maths 2020

4 4 5

+ 3 2 1

4 4 5

+ 3 6 1

6 0 3

+ 3 9 1

5 3

+ 2 5

3 1 0 2

+ 5 8 7 6

1 2 0 3 4

+ 9 2 2 7

Ones Tenths Hundredths

4 4 5

+ 3 7 8

2 3 2

+ 1 0 1 7

6 3 7

+ 6 2 6

5 7 5

5 3 2

+ 5 0 1

1 4 9 9

+ 1 2 3 7
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3  Work out the calculations.

 Write < , > or = to make the statements correct.

a)  0.64 + 4.79  5.01 + 0.23

b)  7.427 + 3.238  5.427 + 5.832

c)  3.08 + 4.63  4.84 + 2.87

4  Teddy is working out the total cost of these items.

Here are his workings.

Talk to a partner about Teddy’s mistake. 

Work out the correct answer.

5  Work out the perimeter of the shape.

perimeter =  cm

6  Complete the number line.

3.65

+ 1.78 + 1.78 + 1.78

7  Eva starts with the number 1.62

Is Rosie correct? 

Talk about it with a partner. 

£5.75

£11.20

5 7 5

+ 1 1 2 0

6 8 7 0

4.5 cm

9.3 cm

I added a number 

and got 2.8 

This is impossible as 2.8 

only has one digit after 

the decimal.

Eva

Rosie



Adding decimals with the same number
of decimal places

1  Complete the additions. 

Use the place value charts to help you.

a) 4.45 + 3.21 = 

Ones Tenths Hundredths

1
 

1
 

1

1
 

  

 

   

  

1
 

1
 

1
    

b) 4.45 + 3.61 = 

Ones Tenths Hundredths

c) 4.45 + 3.78 = 

Which calculation was easier? Talk about it with a partner. 

2  Use the column method to work out the additions.

a)                                             e)

b)                                             f)

c)                                             g)

 

d)                                             h)
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4 4 5

+ 3 2 1

4 4 5

+ 3 6 1

6 0 3

+ 3 9 1

5 3

+ 2 5

3 1 0 2

+ 5 8 7 6

1 2 0 3 4

+ 9 2 2 7

Ones Tenths Hundredths

4 4 5

+ 3 7 8

2 3 2

+ 1 0 1 7

6 3 7

+ 6 2 6

5 7 5

5 3 2

+ 5 0 1

1 4 9 9

+ 1 2 3 7
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3  Work out the calculations.

 Write < , > or = to make the statements correct.

a)  0.64 + 4.79  5.01 + 0.23

b)  7.427 + 3.238  5.427 + 5.832

c)  3.08 + 4.63  4.84 + 2.87

4  Teddy is working out the total cost of these items.

Here are his workings.

Talk to a partner about Teddy’s mistake. 

Work out the correct answer.

5  Work out the perimeter of the shape.

perimeter =  cm

6  Complete the number line.

3.65

+ 1.78 + 1.78 + 1.78

7  Eva starts with the number 1.62

Is Rosie correct? 

Talk about it with a partner. 

£5.75

£11.20

5 7 5

+ 1 1 2 0

6 8 7 0

4.5 cm

9.3 cm

I added a number 

and got 2.8 

This is impossible as 2.8 

only has one digit after 

the decimal.

Eva

Rosie



5 6 4

– 3 1 2

Subtracting decimals with the same
number of decimal places

1  Use a place value chart and counters to help you complete  

the subtractions.

Tens Ones Tenths Hundredths

1
 

1
 

1
 

1
 

1

1
 

1
 

    

   

   

a) 14.83 – 12.12 =   c)  14.83 – 12.92 =  

b) 14.83 – 12.14 =   d)  14.83 – 12.94 =  

e) Which calculation was easier? Talk about it with a partner. 

f) What happens when you don’t have enough counters in a 

column to take away?

2  Complete the sentences.

 1 ten can be exchanged for  ones.

 1 one can be exchanged for  tenths.

 1 tenth can be exchanged for 10 .

3  Annie is calculating 2.42 – 1.17 using the column method.

 She uses a place value chart to help her.

Ones Tenths Hundredths

1
 

1
  

 

   

   

   

How does the place value chart support the column method? 

Talk about it with a partner. 

4  Complete the column subtractions.

a)       c)

b)       d)
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8 0 9

– 3 8 1

2 34 12

– 1 1 7

1 2 5

1 2 0 2

– 1 1 3 8

5 6 4

– 3 1 5
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5  Whitney has £8.52

She buys this comic.

How much money does she have left?

£ 

6  Here are some items for sale in a shop.

a) How much more does a scarf cost than a bag of marbles?

£ 

b) Esther has £15.31

 She buys a pair of headphones and a bag of marbles.

 How much money does she have left?

£ 

c) Tom has £7.01

 He buys one item and has £5.92 left.

 What did he buy?

 Tom bought .

7  Ron and Dora are doing a sponsored walk. 

Ron walks 3.12 miles.

Dora walks 5.49 miles.

How much further does Dora walk than Ron?

Dora walks  miles further than Ron.

8  Tommy has three pieces of string. 

• The first piece is 0.78 m long.

• The second piece is 0.24 m shorter than the first piece.

• The third piece is 0.07 m shorter than the second piece.

What is the total length of all three pieces of string?

Give your answer in metres and centimetres.

 m and  cm

9  A, B and C are points on a number line.

  
100 200

A

118.76

C

186.34

B

159.72

How much greater is the difference between A and C than the 

difference between B and C?

Compare methods with a partner. 

£3.25

£2.27 £9.10 £4.91 £1.09



5 6 4

– 3 1 2

Subtracting decimals with the same
number of decimal places

1  Use a place value chart and counters to help you complete  

the subtractions.

Tens Ones Tenths Hundredths

1
 

1
 

1
 

1
 

1

1
 

1
 

    

   

   

a) 14.83 – 12.12 =   c)  14.83 – 12.92 =  

b) 14.83 – 12.14 =   d)  14.83 – 12.94 =  

e) Which calculation was easier? Talk about it with a partner. 

f) What happens when you don’t have enough counters in a 

column to take away?

2  Complete the sentences.

 1 ten can be exchanged for  ones.

 1 one can be exchanged for  tenths.

 1 tenth can be exchanged for 10 .

3  Annie is calculating 2.42 – 1.17 using the column method.

 She uses a place value chart to help her.

Ones Tenths Hundredths

1
 

1
  

 

   

   

   

How does the place value chart support the column method? 

Talk about it with a partner. 

4  Complete the column subtractions.

a)       c)

b)       d)
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– 3 8 1

2 34 12

– 1 1 7

1 2 5

1 2 0 2

– 1 1 3 8

5 6 4

– 3 1 5
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5  Whitney has £8.52

She buys this comic.

How much money does she have left?

£ 

6  Here are some items for sale in a shop.

a) How much more does a scarf cost than a bag of marbles?

£ 

b) Esther has £15.31

 She buys a pair of headphones and a bag of marbles.

 How much money does she have left?

£ 

c) Tom has £7.01

 He buys one item and has £5.92 left.

 What did he buy?

 Tom bought .

7  Ron and Dora are doing a sponsored walk. 

Ron walks 3.12 miles.

Dora walks 5.49 miles.

How much further does Dora walk than Ron?

Dora walks  miles further than Ron.

8  Tommy has three pieces of string. 

• The first piece is 0.78 m long.

• The second piece is 0.24 m shorter than the first piece.

• The third piece is 0.07 m shorter than the second piece.

What is the total length of all three pieces of string?

Give your answer in metres and centimetres.

 m and  cm

9  A, B and C are points on a number line.

  
100 200

A

118.76

C

186.34

B

159.72

How much greater is the difference between A and C than the 

difference between B and C?

 m

Compare methods with a partner. 

£3.25

£2.27 £9.10 £4.91 £1.09



Adding decimals with a different number
of decimal places

1  Ron is adding 1.4 and 2.53 

He makes each number with counters.

Ones Tenths Hundredths

   

       

a) What is the answer to Ron’s calculation?     

b) Explain your method to a partner.

c) Did you have to make an exchange? .

2  Work out the additions.

a)  c)

 

     

3 0 2

+ 1 6

      
b)  d)

 

   

3  Filip is adding two numbers together.

 He writes it as a column addition.

a) What mistake has Filip made? 

b) Use the column method to work out the correct answer.

 

  

4  Use the column method to work out the additions.

a) 2.36 + 1.9     b)  14.82 + 3.7
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1 3 5

+ 0 2 3

2 8

+ 3 4 5

6 1 5

+ 1 3 9

1 3 8

+ 1 9 5

3 3 3

1 1
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5  Use the column method to work out the additions.

a) 0.59 + 11.9    c)  0.591 + 1.73

b) 77.34 + 1.82    d)  3.2 + 1.84 + 0.931

6  Mr Hall drives from point A to point B, then on to point C.

What is the total distance that Mr Hall drives?

 km

7  Here are four number cards.

3.8

             

4.19

             

0.72

             

11.46

             

a) What is the greatest total you can make by adding two of  

the numbers?

 Complete the calculation.

  +  = 

b) What is the sum of the four numbers?

8  Work out the missing digits.

a) __4.3 + 1__.37 = 39.67  b)  4.8__ + __.__ = 12.65

9  The total mass of the two boxes is 10.85 kg. 

What could the mass of each box be?

How many answers can you find?

A

B
C

72.5 km

103.6 km

__.__ kg __.__ __ kg



Adding decimals with a different number
of decimal places

1  Ron is adding 1.4 and 2.53 

He makes each number with counters.

Ones Tenths Hundredths

   

       

a) What is the answer to Ron’s calculation?     

b) Explain your method to a partner.

c) Did you have to make an exchange? .

2  Work out the additions.

a)  c)

 

     

3 0 2

+ 1 6

      
b)  d)

 

   

3  Filip is adding two numbers together.

 He writes it as a column addition.

a) What mistake has Filip made? 

b) Use the column method to work out the correct answer.

 

  

4  Use the column method to work out the additions.

a) 2.36 + 1.9     b)  14.82 + 3.7

 

 

         

© White Rose Maths 2020

1 3 5

+ 0 2 3

2 8

+ 3 4 5

6 1 5

+ 1 3 9

1 3 8

+ 1 9 5

3 3 3

1 1
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a) 0.59 + 11.9    c)  0.591 + 1.73

b) 77.34 + 1.82    d)  3.2 + 1.84 + 0.931

6  Mr Hall drives from point A to point B, then on to point C.

What is the total distance that Mr Hall drives?

 km

7  Here are four number cards.

3.8

             

4.19

             

0.72

             

11.46

             

a) What is the greatest total you can make by adding two of  

the numbers?

 Complete the calculation.

  +  = 

b) What is the sum of the four numbers?

8  Work out the missing digits.

a) __4.3 + 1__.37 = 39.67  b)  4.8__ + __.__ = 12.65

9  The total mass of the two boxes is 10.85 kg. 

What could the mass of each box be?

How many answers can you find?

A

B
C

72.5 km

103.6 km

__.__ kg __.__ __ kg



Subtracting decimals with a different
number of decimal places

1  Use the place value chart to help you work out the subtractions.

        

Ones Tenths Hundredths

   

 

     

  

a)  c)

     

5 3 6

– 1 2

      

5 3 6

– 3 8

b)  d)

     

5 3 6

– 3 5

      

5 3 6

– 4 7

2  Alex is using counters to help her work out 4.7 – 1.35

Do you agree with Alex? .

Talk about it with a partner.

3  Complete the subtractions.

a)  c)

     

2 3 6

– 1 4

      

7 3

– 1 1 5

b)  d)

   

     

6 1 5

– 3 8

      

2 4 4

– 3 1 2

4  Use the column method to work out the subtractions.

a) 13.59 – 1.82    c)  5.6 – 1.39

 

 

b) 73.84 – 9.2    d)  18.2 – 3.64
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I can’t do this as I don’t

have any hundredths counters.
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5  A plank of wood measures 2.6 m.

A carpenter cuts a piece of wood from the plank that is 0.52 m long.

a) What is the length of the remaining plank?

 m

b) The carpenter cuts a second piece of wood from the plank. 

 She now has 0.3 m of the plank remaining.

 What is the length of the second piece of wood that she cut?

 m

6  The mass of a bag of marbles is 54.3 g.

These two marbles are removed from the bag.

What is the mass of the bag of marbles now?

 g

7  Work out the missing digits.

__3.4 – 2.5__ = 10.81

8  Use the column method to work out the subtractions.

a) 14 – 2.7 d)  26 – 3.91

           

b) 8 – 3.65 e)  25 – 3.842

   

           

c) 20 – 2.85 f)  90 – 0.821

             

221 cm
2.6 m

7.2 g 14.54 g



Subtracting decimals with a different
number of decimal places

1  Use place value counters to help you work out the subtractions.

        

Ones Tenths Hundredths

   

 

     

  

a)  c)

     

5 3 6

– 1 2

      

5 3 6

– 3 8

b)  d)

     

5 3 6

– 3 5

      

5 3 6

– 4 7

2  Alex is using counters to help her work out 4.7 – 1.35

Do you agree with Alex? .

Talk about it with a partner.

3  Complete the subtractions.

a)  c)

     

2 3 6

– 1 4

      

7 3

– 1 1 5

b)  d)

   

     

6 1 5

– 3 8

      

2 4 4

– 3 1 2

4  Use the column method to work out the subtractions.

a) 13.59 – 1.82    c)  5.6 – 1.39

 

 

b) 73.84 – 9.2    d)  18.2 – 3.64
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I can’t do this as I don’t

have any hundredths counters.
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A carpenter cuts a piece of wood from the plank that is 0.52 m long.

a) What is the length of the remaining plank?

 m

b) The carpenter cuts a second piece of wood from the plank. 

 She now has 0.3 m of the plank remaining.

 What is the length of the second piece of wood that she cut?
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6  The mass of a bag of marbles is 54.3 g.

These two marbles are removed from the bag.

What is the mass of the bag of marbles now?

 g

7  Work out the missing digits.

__3.4 – 2.5__ = 10.81

8  Use the column method to work out the subtractions.

a) 14 – 2.7 d)  26 – 3.91

           

b) 8 – 3.65 e)  25 – 3.842

   

           

c) 20 – 2.85 f)  90 – 0.821
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Help the Fantastic Five defeat their foes.

Complete the 9x table grid below.

1x9=

2x9=

3x9=

4x9=

5x9=

6x9=

What numbers are missing from the sequence?

9  18    36

18  27    45

27  36    54

36  45    63

45  54     72  81

2)

4)

5)

6)

1)

3)

7x9=

8x9=

9x9=

10x9=

11x9=

12x9=

63     81  90  99

Times Tables 9



Help the Fantastic Five defeat their foes.

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

=

=

=

=

=

=

=

9

9

9

9

9

9

36

99

108

63

54

18

81

9

Times Tables 9



Help the Fantastic Five defeat their foes.

x9
x9

x9

x9
x9

x9

x9

x9

1

81

9

6

63

12

11

27

Fill in the missing numbers
in the target grid.

Times Tables 9



Help the Fantastic Five defeat their foes.

1 2 3 4 5 6

99 100

Complete the number grid from
one to one hundred and then
colour any squares which are
included within the nine
times tables.

7 8

Times Tables 9

9



Help the Fantastic Five defeat their foes.

1 x 9 =

5 x 9 =

7 x 9 =

9 x 9 =

10 x 9 =

12 x 9 =

2 x 9 =

6 x 9 =

3 x 9 =

4 x 9 =

8 x 9 =

11 x 9 =

18 ÷ 9 =

9 ÷ 9 =

27 ÷ 9 =

63 ÷ 9 =

45 ÷ 9 =

36 ÷ 9 =

72 ÷ 9 =

90 ÷ 9 =

99 ÷ 9 =

54 ÷ 9 =

108 ÷ 9 =

81 ÷ 9 =

Times Tables 9



Activities for 8-10s    Number 1, 24/03/2020 

 

Activity 1: Watch Play Like Share, Episode 1 

 Find Play Like Share at www.thinkuknow.co.uk/8_10/watch/  

 Watch Episode 1: Block Him Right Good, Alfie with your child. 

 Use the following questions to chat about the cartoon: 

o What did you think? What did you like about Play Like Share? 

o What different things do Sam, Ellie and Alfie do online? [E.g. make 

videos, talk to people, learn to sing, share their songs] 

o What problem did Alfie face at the beginning of the cartoon? [Another 

gamer messaged Alfie, asking to game with him. Alfie said no as he 

had to go to school] 

o How did the gamer make Alfie feel? [Happy at first and then 

uncomfortable and worried when he started making threats] 

o What did Alfie do when he realised something wasn’t right? [Didn’t 
reply. Told a trusted adult, his mum. Blocked the gamer. Reported to 

the website.] 

o What happened when Selfie’s video was made public? How did it 
make them feel? [People they didn’t know wrote nasty or strange 
comments. Received links to adverts. They felt worried and 

uncomfortable.] 

 

Activity 2: Design a poster for Selfie 

 Ask your child to create a poster for Sam, Ellie and Alfie’s new band Selfie. 

Encourage them to come up with a design that shows off each 

character’s talents and personality.   
 We’d love to see your work! If you like, find us on Facebook (Click CEOP) 

and share a photo of your child’s picture.  
Artwork only please! Do not share your child’s name or personal 
information, or any pictures of your child. 

 

 
About Thinkuknow 

 

Thinkuknow is the online safety education programme from the National Crime 

Agency. Once a fortnight, On Tuesdays, we will produce an activity sheet to help you 

support your child while schools are partially closed. 

 

You’ll find lots of support and advice for parents and carers on keeping your child 

safe online at: https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/ 

http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/8_10/watch/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/
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Mammal Life Cycle
Before 
Birth

Before 
Birth

YoungYoung

AdultAdult

Photo: owlana

Photo: Albuquerque ioPark

Photo: Michele Zanin

Photo: Lance + Erin

Photo: Mark Dumont Photo: Bethan Phillips

Nearly all mammals give birth to live young.  Mammal 
young are similar to the parents, just smaller.

Photo: Alan Couch

Photo: Ian Sanderson

There are only two egg-laying mammals in the world

Spiny anteater

Duck-
billed 
platypus

Photo: HelloMokona

Photo: Albuquerque BioPark

Hamsters have a 
gestation period of 
just 16-23 days

Elephants have the 
longest gestation 
period of all mammals 
– about 23 months.  
That’s nearly 2 years!

4 5

6 7
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Photo: Alan Harris

Photo: bzd1

Female mammals 
have mammary glands 
that produce milk to 

feed their young

Photo: Chris Parker

Photo: Blatant World

Mammal life expectancy varies hugely

The Harvest Mouse lives 
for around 2.5 years.

The Bowhead Whale can 
live for over 100 years &
it is thought that one 
lived for over 200 years!

Photo: Allie Osmar Siarto Photo: Ashok Saravanan.Ay 

Photo: Eric MontfortPhoto: Toms Baugis

The human life cycle: from newborn baby, to child, to adult, to old age

Before
birth

Before
birth BabyBaby ToddlerToddler ChildChild TeenagerTeenager AdultAdult Old AgeOld Age DeathDeath

The Human Life Cycle and Life Expectancy

In the UK, average life expectancy 
is 81 years.  

In Sierra Leone, Africa it is only 
46 years.  

Can you think of reasons for this 
difference?

8 9

10 11
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Photo: Tatters

When a baby kangaroo is born, it crawls into its 
mother’s pouch where it suckles, grows and develops

This joey is about 
6 months old and 
can now climb out 
of his mother’s 
pouch to spend 
time exercising 
and eating.  

Photo: Tambako The Jaguar

Pregnant polar bears make a den in the snow before 
their cubs are born blind, small and helpless.  They 

start suckling straight away and grow quickly.

Photo: Alaska Region U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Photo: trasroid

When the cubs are 3-4 months old, they emerge from 
the den with their mother to go hunting.  

12 13

14 15
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Bird Life Cycle

Before 
birth

Before 
birth

Young Young 

ParentParent

Photo: brittgow

Photo: Anne Petersen

Photo: Steven Johnson

Chicks grow inside eggs, outside of the mother’s 
body, getting their nutrition from the yolk

Photo: rabbit_mage

Photo: Eric Begin

Parent birds sit on their eggs to keep them warm, so that the 
chicks inside develop properly – this is called incubation.

Photo: William Bigelis

A baby chick is 
hatching in this 
picture – it is 
called a hatchling.

16 17

18 19
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This duckling is only a day old and still has its egg tooth – it used this 
to hatch out of the egg and it will drop off in a few days

Photo: Daniela

Egg tooth

Photo: Tim Samoff

Parent birds look after their young. Most chicks can’t walk or 
fly straight away, so the mother feeds them in their nest.

Photo: Alaska Region U.S. Fish and Wildlife

Some birds migrate a long way as part of their lifecycle.  
They often migrate to find food and usually move in flocks.

Photo: Lindsay Robinson

In its lifetime (about 30 years) 
the Arctic Tern can migrate up 
to 1.5 million miles - that’s 
equal to three trips to the 
moon and back!  

20 21

22 23
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Photo: Smithsonian’s National Zoo

Kiwis lay eggs 6 times larger than normal for a bird of their size. The baby 
can take up to 3 days to hatch from them, as they have no egg tooth.  

Photo: Chris Pearson

Penguin parents share the 
caring for the eggs and 
chicks.  This king penguin 
is incubating an egg.

24 25
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Insect Life Cycle

EggEgg

LarvaLarva

Pupa Pupa 

AdultAdult

Unborn stage

Young stage
Eat lots 
Usually have soft bodies 

Inactive stage
No eating
Seal themselves in protective casing 
& transform into adults

Final breeding stage
Emerge fully grown, often with wings

The female Monarch butterfly lays her eggs
and inside each egg a caterpillar starts to grow

Photo: Brenda Reamy

As it grows, a caterpillar can shed its skin 4 or 5 times.  When fully grown 
it can be over 100 times larger than when it emerged from the egg!

Photo: Distant Hill Gardens

This caterpillar 
hatched first, has 
grown and shed 
more skins than the 
smaller one.

Photo: Martin LeBar Photo: Martin LeBar

When fully grown, the caterpillar forms itself into 
a chrysalis. Inside a transformation is taking place!

32 33
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Photo: Sid Mosdell

The newly 
emerged, damp 
Monarch 
butterfly is still 
clinging to the 
empty shell of 
the chrysalis

Photo: Martin LeBar

The new Monarch 
Butterfly takes to 
the air in search 
of flowers to 
feed on

Photo: Ian Harvey

Phoyo:Robert Pittman

Peacock Butterfly

Speckled Wood ButterflyPhoto: Dean Morley

Photo: gailhampshire

Incomplete Metamorphosis

EggEgg

NymphNymph

AdultAdult

About 10% of insects do not have a pupal form and only 
have three stages in their life cycle.  

The nymph looks like the 
adult but lack features 
such as wings

Insects with 
incomplete 

metamorphosis:

Dragonfly

Grasshopper

Locust

Cockroach

36 37
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                                                            For more fantastic resources visit us at www.purplemash.com or follow us on Social Media 

                                                                 Twitter: @2simplesoftware and Facebook: https//www.facebook.com/2Simpleuk/ 

 

Year 5 Week 1   Autumn 2                                                   Focus: Words with silent letters 

                                                    Look     Say     Cover     Write     Check 

Spellings 1st Attempt 2nd Attempt 3rd Attempt 4th Attempt 5th Attempt 

knew      

knock      

knobbly      

knit      

knapsack      

knuckles      

knead      

knack      

knob      

knowledge      

http://www.purplemash.com/
https://twitter.com/2SimpleSoftware?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor


                                                            For more fantastic resources visit us at www.purplemash.com or follow us on Social Media 

                                                                 Twitter: @2simplesoftware and Facebook: https//www.facebook.com/2Simpleuk/ 

 

Year 5 Week 2   Autumn 2                    Focus: Words with the /i:/ sound spelt ei  

            after c and other consonants 

                                                    Look     Say     Cover     Write     Check 

Spellings 1st Attempt 2nd Attempt 3rd Attempt 4th Attempt 5th Attempt 

deceive      

receive      

perceive      

ceiling      

receipt      

conceit      

deceit      

counterfeit      

seizes      

neither      

http://www.purplemash.com/
https://twitter.com/2SimpleSoftware?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor

