


















Efficient multiplication

1  Class 4 are multiplying 28 × 4 mentally.

They are trying two different methods.

a) Complete their calculations.

 Method 1

 20 × 4 + 8 × 4 =  +  = 

 Method 2

 4 ×  = 

b) Which method do you find easier?  

Talk about it with a partner.

c) What other methods could you use to work out 28 × 4?

2  Mo, Amir and Annie worked out 35 × 6 in 3 different ways.

a)  Work out the answer using each method to show that they 

are all correct.

  Mo Amir

  Annie

b) Who has used the most efficient method?  

Talk about it with a partner.
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I multiplied 
30 by 6 and then added 

5 more lots of 6

I multiplied 
35 by 2, then multiplied 

that answer by 3

I multiplied  
5 by 6, then multiplied 

that answer by 7

Mo

Amir

Annie



5  Esther has found a quick way to multiply 84 by 5

Use Esther’s method to complete the calculations.

43 × 5 =  74 × 5 = 

62 × 5 = 

6  Tommy and Dora are both working out 25 × 8

a) Use Tommy’s method to work out the answer.

  

b) Use Dora’s method to work out the answer.

  

c) Whose method do you prefer? Why?

d) Do you know another method?

3  Scott is working out 21 × 4

a) What mistake has Scott made?

b) What is the correct answer? 

4  Jack works out 36 × 9

Adapt Jack’s method to work out 36 × 99

36 × 99 = 
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36 × 9

36 × (10 – 1)

360 – 36 = 324

25 × 8 = 25 × 10 − 25 × 2

25 × 8 = 50 × 8 ÷ 2

 20 × 4 = 80
 80 – 4 = 76
 21 × 4 = 76

84 × 5

84 × 10 = 840
(then divide by 2) which is 420
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Factor pairs

1  Alex is making arrays using counters.

a) What calculation is represented in each array?

  ×  = 18

  ×  = 18

  ×  = 18

b) Use your answers from part a) to help you write all the 

factors of 18

2  Use counters to make arrays and find the factor pairs for  

each number.

a) 12 

b) 15 

c) 24 

Which of the numbers has the most factor pairs? 

3  Complete the factor bugs for 45 and 64

4  Find all the factor pairs for the number 72

The factor pairs of 72 are 
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45 64

4

641 145



b) Find two other numbers with the same number of  

factor pairs.

8  Class 4B is having a sports day.

There are 36 children in the class.

The children need to be in equal groups.

What group sizes are possible?

9  Rosie is investigating factor pairs.

What is the next perfect number after 6?

5  Are these statements true or false?

 True False

8 and 2 are both factors of 10  

5 and 50 are both factors of 50  

25 has only three factors.  

All the factors of 15 are odd.  

Talk about your answers with a partner. 

6  

Use examples to show that Dexter is wrong.

7  Tommy is finding factors of 12 and 18

a) Is Tommy correct? 

 Explain your answer.
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The bigger  
the number the more 
factor pairs it has.

12 and 18  
have the same number 

of factor pairs.

6 is a perfect number 
because when you add its 

factors together, apart from 
itself, they equal 6
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Multiply 2-digits by 1-digit (1)

1  Ron, Eva and Mo each have 23 marbles.

Tens Ones

0 10 10 

0 10 10 

0 10 10 

How many marbles are there in total?

3 × 3 ones = 

3 × 2 tens = 

 +  = 

3 × 23 = 

There are  marbles in total.

2  Use the place value chart to work out 2 × 24

Complete the multiplication sentences.

Tens Ones

10
 

10 1
 

1
 

1
 

1
 

10
 

10 1
 

1
 

1
 

1
 

 2 × 4 = 

  2 × 20 = 

  2 × 24 = 

3  Annie works out 43 × 2 = 86

Tens Ones

10
 

10
 

10
 

10 1
 

1
 

1
 

10
 

10
 

10
 

10 1
 

1
 

1
 

 
T O

4 3

× 2

8 6

Talk about Annie’s methods with a partner.

What is the same? What is different?

4  Complete the multiplications.

a) 

T O

2 4

× 2

 b) 

T O

4 4

× 2
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7  Whitney has multiplied a 2-digit number by a 1-digit number.

What numbers is Whitney multiplying?

Fill in the missing digits. 

×

3 9

8  Filip used the column method to work out 41 × 2

  

4 1

× 2

a) How do you think Eva will work this out in her head? 

b) Tick the multiplications that you can work out in  

your head. 

c) 31 × 3 d) 42 × 2

   

Compare answers with a partner. 

5  Jack is trying to work out 34 × 2 using the column method.

   

2

× 3 4

Show how Jack could improve his column method and  

work out the answer.

6  One toaster costs £32 

How much do 3 toasters cost?
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4 × 22

12 × 4

3 × 23

3 × 32

3 × 33

4 × 20

I’m not sure 
what to do.

I had to do  
30 + 9 = 39 to get 

my answer.

I can work this 
multiplication out in  

my head.

£32
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Bearded dragons are from the lizard species. They are often 

referred to as “beardies” and are one of the most popular lizards 

in captivity in the UK. Their name comes from the spikey folds 

of skin around their neck, which inflate and turn black when 

they are excited or defending themselves.

They originate from the dry scrublands and woodlands of Australia, 

therefore in captivity they need their environment to replicate their natural 

surroundings in the wild.

Environment

Bearded dragons must be kept in a vivarium. This is a large, secure, glass 

enclosure. A recommended size to accommodate one lizard is a vivarium which 

is 120cm long and 60cm high. Beardies can grow up to 45cm long and need 
room to move around and stretch out. 

As bearded dragons are ectothermic and use the environment to regulate their 

body temperature, they need a warm end of the 

vivarium and a cool end. There must also be a 

basking zone, which is the warmest part of the 

enclosure. They like to lie, or bask, on a natural 

stone near the heat lamp provided. A thermostat 

must be installed to ensure the temperature doesn’t 

fluctuate. It must not drop below 22°C at night.

Substrate

The base of the vivarium needs to be covered 

with a sand and soil mixture, due to the bearded 

dragon’s natural instinct to dig. Stone tiles should 

have ridges to help the reptile grip.

Pet Care of a Bearded Dragon

Did You Know?

Bearded dragons are 

diurnal which means 

they are active during 

the day.
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Light

Lizards use the ultraviolet light from the 

sun to make vitamin D in their skin. This is 

essential for the storage and use of calcium 

in their bodies. A special UV light must be 

installed in their vivarium.

Pet Care of a Bearded Dragon

Diet

Bearded dragons are omnivorous; 

they eat live invertebrates and plants (greens). 

They like live food, which should be kept in a well-ventilated 

container and fed the the same ‘greens’ as the dragon so that 

the lizard benefits from the nutrition.

These lizards must not have spinach, as it affects the dragon’s ability to absorb 

calcium into their bodies.

Feeding Tips

• Remove any uneaten live foods as they can bite the lizard;

• Cover the live food with supplement powder to ensure the lizard is 
getting all the nutrients it needs.

Safe Greens Live Food

watercress                    

rocket                          

cress

grated butternut squash
dandelions

clover

plantain leaves

crickets

locusts

calciworms
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Sunbathing Lizard

A bearded dragon can be taken outside on sunny, warm days to feel the 

benefit of natural UV light. Shade must be available and the reptile must 

be constantly supervised.

Two’s Company

Bearded dragons are fiercely territorial. Males live a solitary life and in the wild, 

chase other males off their space. Females can fight if they are in groups - they 

have been known to bite the toes off other lizards and sometimes kill! Captive 
bearded dragons should be singular.

Signs of a healthy lizard:

• clear, bright eyes;

• thick base to its tail;

• hips will not be sticking out;

• bright colour after basking.

Pet Care of a Bearded Dragon

Signs of calcium deficiency:

• muscle twitching;

• swollen legs;

• fragile bones;

• deformed limbs, spine, jaw.
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Questions
1. Explain how bearded dragons came to be known by this name.  

 

  

 

2.  Why do you think their captive environment needs to replicate their natural environment?  

 

 

 

3. Explain why the vivarium needs to be secure and large.  

 

  

 

4. A thermostat must be installed to ‘ensure the temperature doesn’t fluctuate’. What does 

this mean?  

 

  

 

5.  A new owner of a bearded dragon is planning to put newspaper in the bottom of the 

vivarium. Explain what you think of this idea, and what other suggestions would you make?  
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6. Why do you think the live food that will be fed to the dragon needs to be fed and looked after?  

 

 

 

 7. What is the purpose of putting a powder supplement on the live food before giving it to the dragon? 

  

 

 

 8. Your friend is going to get a much larger vivarium and put three bearded dragons in there. 

What would you tell them?  

 

  

 

 9. A bearded dragon has a swollen leg and one of its muscles is twitching. What could be wrong 

with it, what could have caused it and what might help, until you can get it to a reptile expert?  

 

  

 

 10. Write a definition for each of these words:  

Diurnal:  

Omnivore:  

Ectothermic: 
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Answers
1. Explain how bearded dragons came to be known by this name.  

Bearded dragons came by their name because they have spikey folds of skin around 

their neck which inflate and turn black when they get excited or look to protect 
themselves. 

2.  Why do you think their captive environment needs to replicate their natural environment?  

Answers will vary. Possible points: they need to be healthy/ they are animals and 

need to be comfortable where they live/ their bodies are reliant on having particular 

conditions (ectothermic). 

3. Explain why the vivarium needs to be secure and large.  

The vivarium needs to be secure so that the lizard is safe and cannot escape. It needs 

to be large because bearded dragons grow to 45cm long and need to move around and 

stretch out. 

4. A thermostat must be installed to ‘ensure the temperature doesn’t fluctuate’. What does 
this mean?  

To ‘ensure the temperature doesn’t fluctuate’ means that the thermostat will make sure 
that the temperature stays the same and doesn’t go up or down. 

5. A new owner of a bearded dragon is planning to put newspaper in the bottom of the 
vivarium. Explain what you think of this idea, and what other suggestions would you make?  

I would tell the new owner that I don’t think this is a good idea because bearded 

dragons instinctively like to dig, and they can’t dig in newspaper. I would suggest they 

put a sand and soil mixture down so that the dragon can dig in it, as if it were in their 
natural environment. 

6. Why do you think the live food that will be fed to the dragon needs to be fed and looked after?  

I think that the live food needs to be fed and looked after because the dragon eats living 

food so it needs to be healthy in order to keep the dragon healthy too.
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 7. What is the purpose of putting a powder supplement on the live food before giving it to 
the dragon? 

The purpose of putting a powder supplement on the live food before giving it to the 
dragon is to make sure it is getting all the nutrients it needs, as it would in the wild. 

 8. Your friend is going to get a much larger vivarium and put three bearded dragons in there. 

What would you tell them?  

I would tell my friend that they should only keep one bearded dragon at a time, because 

they are territorial. The males chase each other off their space and the females bite the 
toes off other lizards and sometimes kill them. 

 9. A bearded dragon has a swollen leg and one of its muscles is twitching. What could be 

wrong with it, what could have caused it and what might help, until you can get it to a 

reptile expert?  

If the bearded dragon has a swollen leg and one of its muscles is twitching, it could 

be suffering from a lack of calcium. One problem might be that it needs a UV light in 
the vivarium in order to make vitamin D in the skin, which helps the storage and use 

of calcium in the body. Also, it should not be given spinach because this stops calcium 

being absorbed within the body.  

 10. Write a definition for each of these words:  

Diurnal - an animal which is active during the day.

  Omnivore – an animal which eats animals and plants.

  Ectothermic – an animal that uses its environment to control its body temperature.

Pet Care of a Bearded Dragon



Bearded dragons are lizards. They are also known as “beardies” 

and are one of the most popular lizards in captivity in the UK. 

Their name comes from the spikey folds of skin around their 

neck, which inflate and turn black when they are excited or need 

to defend themselves.

They originally come from the dry scrublands of Australia. In captivity, 

they need their environment to be as similar as possible to their natural 

surroundings in the wild.

Environment

Bearded dragons must be kept in a large glass enclosure called a vivarium. It 

needs to be 120cm long and 60cm high, for one dragon. Beardies can grow up 
to 45cm long and need room to move around and stretch out. 

Bearded dragons are ectothermic, therefore they use the environment to control 

their body temperature. They need a warm end of the vivarium and a cool end 

so that they can move when they need to change 

their temperature. They like to lie, or bask, on 

a natural stone near the heat lamp provided. A 

thermostat must be installed to make sure the 

temperature remains constant.

Substrate

The base of the vivarium needs to be covered with 

a sand and soil mixture, as bearded dragons have 

a natural instinct to dig. Stone tiles should have 

ridges to help the reptile grip.

Pet Care of a Bearded Dragon

Did You Know?

Bearded dragons are 

diurnal which means 

they are active during 

the day.
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Light

Lizards use the ultraviolet light from the sun 

to make vitamin D in their skin. This is vital 

for their skin to make calcium and store it 

in their bodies. A special UV light must be 

installed in their vivarium.

Pet Care of a Bearded Dragon

Diet

Bearded dragons are omnivorous. 

This means they eat live invertebrates - called live foods - 

and plants, known as greens. Keep live food in a well ventilated 

container and feed them the same greens as the dragon so that 

the lizard gets the nutrition through eating the invertebrates.

If bearded dragons have spinach, it affects the dragon’s ability to absorb calcium 

into their bodies. 

Feeding Tips

• Take out any uneaten live foods from the vivarium, as they can bite the lizard.

• Cover the live food with supplement powder, to make sure the lizard is 
getting all the vitamins and minerals it needs.

Safe Greens Live Food

watercress                    

rocket                          

cress

grated butternut squash
dandelions

clover

plantain leaves

crickets

locusts

calciworms
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Sunbathing Lizard

A bearded dragon can be taken outside into the garden on sunny warm 

days to get natural UV light from the sun. Shade must be available and it 

must be constantly watched.

Two’s Company

Bearded dragons are very territorial and will chase other males from their space. 

Females can fight if they are in groups - they have been known to bite the toes 

off other lizards and sometimes kill them! 

Signs of a healthy lizard:

• clear, bright eyes;

• thick base to its tail;

• hips will not be sticking out;

• bright colour after basking.

Pet Care of a Bearded Dragon

Signs of calcium deficiency:

• muscle twitching;

• swollen legs;

• fragile bones;

• deformed limbs, spine, jaw.
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Questions
1. Why are bearded dragons called this?  

 

 

2. Why do bearded dragons need a large vivarium?  

  

 

3. How do bearded dragons use the environment to control their temperature?  

 

 

4. Why do they need a soil and sand substrate?  

 

 

5. What might happen if a UV light isn’t fitted to the vivarium?  

 

 

 6. Explain why the live foods are given the same greens the dragon is given. 
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 7. Give three examples of plants which can be fed to a bearded dragon.  

  

 

 8. Why do the uneaten live foods need to be removed from the vivarium?  

 

 

 9. Describe what the outcome might be if more than one female was kept in the vivarium.  

 

 

 10. Would you want to own a bearded dragon? Explain your thoughts.  
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Answers
1. Why are bearded dragons called this?  

Bearded dragons are called this because they have spikey folds of skin around their 

neck, which inflate and turn black when they are excited or need to defend themselves. 

2. Why do bearded dragons need a large vivarium?  

Bearded dragons need a large vivarium because they grow to 45cm and like to stretch 

out and move around. 

3. How do bearded dragons use the environment to control their temperature?  

Bearded dragons use the environment to control their temperature by moving from a 

cool place to a warmer place. 

4. Why do they need a soil and sand substrate?  

They need soil and sand substrate because they have an instinct to dig and these 

materials are good for them to dig in. 

5.  What might happen if a UV light isn’t fitted to the vivarium?  

If a UV light is not fitted to the vivarium, the lizard cannot make vitamin D in its skin 
which means it cannot store calcium in its body. It can become very ill without calcium.

 6. Explain why the live foods are given the same greens the dragon is given. 

Live foods are given the same greens as the dragon because then the dragon will get the 

nutrition of the greens as well as the live food, when they eat it. 

 7. Give three examples of plants which can be fed to a bearded dragon.  

The bearded dragon can be given: watercress, rocket, cress, grated butternut squash, 
dandelion, clover and plantain leaves. (Accept any three). 

 8. Why do the uneaten live foods need to be removed from the vivarium?  

The uneaten live foods need to be removed from the vivarium because they might bite 

the bearded dragon. 

 9. Describe what the outcome might be if more than one female was kept in the vivarium.  

If more than one female was kept in the vivarium, they may fight and then they might 
bite each other’s toes off, or even kill one another. 

 10. Would you want to own a bearded dragon? Explain your thoughts.  

Answers will vary.
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Pet Care of a Bearded Dragon

Bearded dragons are reptiles. Their name comes from the 

spikey folds of skin around their neck, which inflate and turn 

black when they are excited or afraid.

They originally come from the dry scrublands of Australia. Their 

captive environment needs to be similar to their natural environment.

Environment

Bearded dragons must be kept in a large glass tank called a vivarium. It needs 

to be 120cm long and 60cm high for one dragon. Beardies can grow up to 45cm 
long and need room to move around and stretch out.

Bearded dragons need the vivarium to have a warm end and a cool end, so that 

they can control their body temperature. Putting a thermostat in the vivarium 

will make sure the temperature does not change.

These lizards like to dig, so put a mixture of soil and sand, bought from the 

reptile shop, on the bottom of the vivarium.

Two’s Company

Bearded dragons should not live together as they fight for living space. The 

males chase each other and the females bite off a rival’s toes!

Did You Know?

• Bearded dragons are diurnal which means 

they are active during the day.

• They are known as ‘beardies’.

• They originally came from the dry scrublands 

of Australia.

Light

A special light which gives of ultraviolet 

(UV) rays must be in the vivarium. Bearded 

dragons use UV light to make calcium in 

their skin. They would normally get this 

from the sun in the wild.
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Pet Care of a Bearded Dragon

Diet

Bearded dragons eat live insects and some plants. They must 

be fed in the morning so that they can digest their food all day.

Safe Greens Live Food

watercress                    

rocket                          

cress

grated butternut squash
dandelions

clover

plantain leaves

crickets

locusts

calciworms

Signs of a healthy lizard:

• clear, bright eyes;

• thick base to its tail;

• hips will not be sticking out.

Signs of calcium deficiency:

• muscle twitching;

• swollen legs;

• fragile bones;

• deformed limbs, spine, jaw.

Sunbathing Lizard

Take your bearded dragon 

out into the garden on sunny, 

warm days. This helps them to 

get natural UV light from the 

sun. Make sure there is some 

shade and remember to watch 

them all the time.
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Questions
1. What sort of animal are bearded dragons?  

 

2. What other name do bearded dragons have?  

 

3.  What do captive bearded dragons need to be kept in?  

 

4. Why should there be a thermostat in the vivarium?  

 

5. What does UV stand for?  

 

6. Should bearded dragons live together? Explain your answer. 

  

 

 7. When should a bearded dragon be fed? 

 

 8. Give three signs of a healthy bearded dragon.  

  

 

 9. Why should you take a bearded dragon out into the garden on sunny days?  
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Answers
1. What sort of animal are bearded dragons?  

Bearded dragons are reptiles. 

2.  What other name do bearded dragons have?  

Another name that bearded dragons have is ‘beardies’. 

3. What do captive bearded dragons need to be kept in?  

Captive dragons need to be kept in a large, glass tank called a vivarium. 

4. Why should there be a thermostat in the vivarium?  

There should be a thermostat in the vivarium because bearded dragons need to be in a 

place where the temperature does not change. 

5.  What does UV stand for?  

UV stands for ultraviolet light. 

6.  Should bearded dragons live together? Explain your answer. 

No, bearded dragons should not live together because they fight for living space/the 
males chase each other/the females bite each other’s toes! 

 7. When should a bearded dragon be fed? 

A bearded dragon should be fed in the morning. 

 8. Give three signs of a healthy bearded dragon.  

Three signs of a healthy bearded dragon: (accept any three): clear, bright eyes; thick 

base to its tail; hips will not be sticking out. 

 9. Why should you take a bearded dragon out into the garden on sunny days?  

You should take a bearded dragon outside on sunny days, to get natural UV light.
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Roald Dahl was born on 13th September 1916 in Llandaff, 
Wales. His parents were from Norway. He had an older sister 
called Astri, but in 1920, she died when she was only 7 years 
old. Roald’s father was so sad that he fell ill from pneumonia. 
A few weeks later, he also died.

His mother was a great story teller and had a fabulous memory. Roald remembered 
many tales she told about trolls and other mythical Norwegian characters.

Although Roald had a happy home life, he had an unhappy time at his school in 
Wales, and was often ‘caned’ for bad behaviour. His mother sent him to boarding 
school in Weston-Super-Mare. He was just nine years old when he arrived at  

St. Peters School and met the all-powerful Matron 
who “disliked small boys very much indeed” and 
the cane-wielding Headmaster.

At the age of 13, Roald attended Repton Public 
School in Derbyshire. He was happier here. He was 
brilliant at sports and was very good at boxing. 
The boys at the school were sometimes asked to be 
chocolate testers for a famous chocolate company 
and this experience later inspired the book ‘Charlie 
and the Chocolate Factory’.

Over the next few years, Roald Dahl worked in Africa for an oil company and then 
enlisted in the Royal Air Force during the Second World War.

In 1940, Roald Dahl was posted to Libya where he flew a 
Gloster Gladiator plane. He crashed in the Western Desert 
in North Africa, and suffered such severe injuries to his head 
and back that he had to stay in hospital in Egypt for six 
months.  He returned to the RAF but, after a while, he began 
suffering terrible headaches from his accident. This meant he 
had to leave because he could not fly planes anymore.
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In 1942, Roald was posted to Washington in the USA to work 
as an assistant air attaché. He met the author C.S.Forester, who 
suggested that Roald should write about his experiences flying 
planes in the desert. Roald started writing articles for newspapers.

He met and married actress Patricia Neal. They lived in Great 
Missenden in Buckinghamshire, England. He wrote many of his 

famous stories there. Roald Dahl and Patricia Neal had five children; Olivia, Tessa, Theo, 
Ophelia and Lucy. However, Olivia tragically died at the age of 7 
from an illness.

Roald Dahl started telling his amazing stories to his children at 
bedtime. He realised how much his own children enjoyed his stories 
and decided to write them down for all children to enjoy. ‘James 
and the Giant Peach’ was his first published children’s book.

Roald Dahl had a great talent for seeing the world through 
children’s eyes. He said, “If you want to remember what it’s like to 
live in a child’s world, you’ve got to get down on your hands and 
knees and live like that for a week. You’ll find you have to look up 
at all these giants around you who are always telling you what to 
do and what not to do.”

He had a passion for encouraging children to read. He believed that children should be 
“comfortable with a book, not daunted. Books shouldn’t be daunting, they should be 
funny, exciting and wonderful; and learning to be a reader gives a terrific advantage.”



Questions About Roald Dahl

1. How old was Roald’s sister when she died?

2. What made Roald’s mother a good storyteller?

3. Do you think Roald would have liked the Headmaster? Explain your reasons. 

4. What sport was he good at?

5. What do you think the boys thought about being chocolate testers?

6. Explain why he had to leave the RAF.
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7. How did Roald start writing children’s stories?

8. What word did Roald Dahl use to describe how children saw adults around them?



9. What did Dahl believe books should be?

10. Why did Roald Dahl think learning to read was a good thing?
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Answers

1. How old was Roald’s sister when she died?

7 years old.

2. What made Roald’s mother a good storyteller?

She had a good memory.

3. Do you think Roald would have liked the Headmaster? Explain your reasons. 

No because it describes him as a ‘cane wielding’ Headmaster.

4. What sport was he good at?

Boxing

5. What do you think the boys thought about being chocolate testers?

I think they thought it was great.

6. Explain why he had to leave the RAF.

Because he had had an accident before and was having bad headaches. / He couldn’t fly 
planes anymore. 

Questions About Roald Dahl

7. How did Roald start writing children’s stories?

He told his children bedtime stories and started writing some of them down.

8. What word did Roald Dahl use to describe how children saw adults around them?

He described them as ‘giants.’

9. What did Dahl believe books should be?

He believed they should be funny, exciting and wonderful.

10. Why did Roald Dahl think learning to read was a good thing?

Because reading books gives people a ‘terrific advantage’.



Roald Dahl was born on 13th September 1916 in Llandaff, Wales. 
His parents were from Norway. He had an older sister called 
Astri, but she sadly died in 1920 when she was only 7 years old. 
Roald’s father was so sad that he fell ill from pneumonia and a 
few weeks later he also died. His mother was a great story teller 
and had a fabulous memory. Roald remembered many tales she told about trolls and 
other mythical Norwegian characters. 

Although Roald had a happy home life, he had an unhappy time at his school in 
Wales, and was often ‘caned’ for bad behaviour. His mother sent him to boarding 
school in Weston-Super-Mare. He was just nine years old when he arrived at  

St. Peters School and met the ‘twitching’ Latin 
teacher Captain Hardcastle, the all-powerful 
Matron who “disliked small boys very much 
indeed” and the cane-wielding Headmaster.

At the age of 13, Roald attended Repton Public 
School in Derbyshire. He was happier here. He was 
brilliant at sports and was very good at boxing. 
The boys at the school were sometimes asked to be 
chocolate testers for a famous chocolate company, 
and this experience later inspired the book ‘Charlie 
and the Chocolate Factory’.

After he left school, he wanted adventure so he worked for Shell Oil Company. He was 
sent to Africa for 3 years, but after only one year, the Second World War broke out, so he 
enlisted with the Royal Air Force (RAF) and became a pilot.

In 1940, Roald Dahl was posted to Libya where he flew a 
Gloster Gladiator plane. He crashed in the Western Desert in 
North Africa and suffered such severe injuries to his head and 
back that he had to stay in hospital in Egypt for six months.  
He returned to the RAF but after a while he began suffering 
such terrible headaches from his accident, he had to return 
to the UK and could not fly planes anymore.
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In 1942, Roald was posted to Washington in the USA to work 
as an assistant air attaché. He met the author C.S.Forester, who 
suggested Roald should write about his experiences in the desert, 
flying planes. This led to Roald being paid for the first time for 
writing, which was in the Sunday Evening Post newspaper.

During this time, he met and married actress Patricia Neal. They 
lived in Great Missenden in Buckinghamshire, England. He wrote many of his famous 
stories there. Roald Dahl and Patricia Neal had five children: 
Olivia, Tessa, Theo, Ophelia and Lucy. Olivia tragically died at 
the age of 7 from measles encephalitis. Roald Dahl started telling 
his fantastical stories to his children at bedtime. He realised how 
much his own children enjoyed his stories and decided to write 
them down for all children to enjoy. ‘James and the Giant Peach’ 
was the first children’s book that he had published.

Roald Dahl had a great talent for seeing the world through 
children’s eyes. He said, “If you want to remember what it’s like to 
live in a child’s world, you’ve got to get down on your hands and 
knees and live like that for a week. You’ll find you have to look up 
at all these giants around you who are always telling you what to 
do and what not to do.”

He had a passion for encouraging children to read. He believed that children should be 
“comfortable with a book, not daunted. Books shouldn’t be daunting, they should be 
funny, exciting and wonderful; and learning to be a reader gives a terrific advantage.” 
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Questions About Roald Dahl

1. Who started Roald’s love of stories?

2. What tragedies did Roald have in his early life?

3. Describe what you think the Matron might have been like.

4. Why was he happier at Repton School?

5. How do you think the chocolate testing experience inspired ‘Charlie and the Chocolate  
  Factory’?

6. Explain why he had to leave the RAF.

7. How did Roald start writing children’s stories?

8. Why did Dahl say that to live in a child’s world you had to “get down on your hands and  
  knees and live that for a week”?
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9. What did Dahl have a passion for?

10. Why did Roald Dahl think learning to read was a good thing?
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Answers

1. Who started Roald’s love of stories?

His mother.

2. What tragedies did Roald have in his early life?

His father and sister died within a few weeks of each other.

3. Describe what you think the Matron might have been like.

Nasty, mean and powerful. 

4. Why was he happier at Repton School?

He found he was good at sport.

5. How do you think the chocolate testing experience inspired ‘Charlie and the Chocolate  
  Factory’?

Because it made Roald wonder what being in a chocolate factory might have been like.

6. Explain why he had to leave the RAF.

He had suffered terrible injuries and was getting headaches so he couldn’t fly planes  
any more.

Questions About Roald Dahl

7. How did Roald start writing children’s stories?

He would tell his own children stories at bedtime and then started writing them down.

8. Why did Dahl say that to live in a child’s world you had to “get down on your hands and  
  knees and live that for a week”?

Because he knew that to understand what it was like for children you had to see 
everything in the same way that they did.

9. What did Dahl have a passion for?

Encouraging children to read.

10. Why did Roald Dahl think learning to read was a good thing?

Because reading books gives people a ‘terrific advantage’.
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Roald Dahl was born on 13th September 1916 in Llandaff, Wales. 
His parents were from Norway. He had an older sister called 
Astri, but in 1920, she sadly died when she was only 7 years old. 
Roald’s father was so distraught that he fell ill from pneumonia 
and a few weeks later, he also died. At this time, Roald’s mother 
was pregnant with her third child, who was born in the autumn. She was called Asta. 
His mother was a great story teller and had a fabulous memory. Roald remembered 
many tales that she told about trolls and other mythical Norwegian characters. His 
father had been a wonderful woodcarver despite only having one arm. He had an 
interest in “lovely paintings and fine furniture”. He was very intelligent and knew a lot 
about many different things.

Despite having a happy home life, Roald had 
an unhappy time at his school in Wales and 
was often ‘caned’ for bad behaviour. As a result, 
his mother sent him to boarding school in  
Weston-Super-Mare. He was just nine years old 
when he arrived at St. Peters School and met the 
‘twitching’ Latin teacher Captain Hardcastle, the 
all-powerful Matron – certainly inspiration for 
Miss Trunchball in ‘Matilda’, who “disliked small 
boys very much indeed” - and the cane-wielding 
Headmaster.

At the age of 13, Roald attended Repton Public School in Derbyshire. He was happier 
here. He was brilliant at sports. However, his English master said Roald was “quite 
incapable of marshalling his thoughts on paper”. The boys 
at the school were sometimes asked to be chocolate testers 
for a famous chocolate company, and this experience later 
inspired the book ‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory’.

After he left school, he wanted adventure so he got a job with 
Shell Oil Company. He was sent to Africa for three years, but 
after only one year, the Second World War broke out, so he 
enlisted with the Royal Air Force (RAF) and became a pilot. 
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In 1940, Roald Dahl was posted to Libya where he flew a Gloster 
Gladiator plane. He crashed in the Western Desert in North Africa 
and suffered such severe injuries to his head and back that he had 
to stay in hospital in Egypt for six months. He returned to the RAF, 
but after a while, he began suffering terrible headaches from his 
accident. This meant that he had to return to the UK and could not 
fly planes anymore.

In 1942, Roald was posted to Washington in the USA to work 
as an assistant air attaché. He met the author C.S.Forester, who 
suggested that Roald should write about his experiences flying 
planes in the desert. This led to Roald being paid for the first time 
for writing, which was in the Sunday Evening Post newspaper.

In 1951, Roald had a collection of stories published in a book called 
Someone Like You. During this year, he also married the actress 
Patricia Neal. They lived in Great Missenden in Buckinghamshire, 
England. He wrote many of his famous stories there.

Roald Dahl and Patricia Neal had five children: Olivia, Tessa, 
Theo, Ophelia and Lucy. Olivia tragically died at the age of 7 from 
measles encephalitis. A year before that, Theo was involved in an 
accident. His pram was hit by a New York cab and he suffered a 
brain injury. Roald became very involved with the care that Theo now needed, and he 
even helped invent a piece of equipment that people with Theo’s injury would need. 
During this time, ‘James and the Giant Peach’ was published, which was Dahl’s first 
book for children. Roald Dahl started telling his fantastical stories to his children at 
bedtime. He realised how much his own children enjoyed his stories and decided to 
write them down for all children to enjoy. 

Roald Dahl had a great talent for seeing the world through children’s eyes. He said, “If 
you want to remember what it’s like to live in a child’s world, you’ve got to get down 
on your hands and knees and live like that for a week. You’ll find you have to look up at 
all these giants around you who are always telling you what to do and what not to do.”

He had a passion for encouraging children to read. He believed that children should be 
“comfortable with a book, not daunted. Books shouldn’t be daunting, they should be 
funny, exciting and wonderful; and learning to be a reader gives a terrific advantage.”



Questions About Roald Dahl
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1. What do you think inspired Roald’s love of stories?

2. What does ‘all-powerful Matron’ mean? What characteristics might she have had?

3. Use the text to explain how a young boy might have felt about the Headmaster at  
  this school.

4. In your own words, explain what “quite incapable of marshalling his thoughts on  
  paper” means. 

5. How do you think the chocolate testing experience inspired ‘Charlie and the Chocolate  
  Factory’?

6. Explain why he had to leave the RAF.



Page 4 of 4

7. How did Roald start writing children’s stories?

8. In your own words, explain what Dahl thought a writer needed to do if they were going  
  to write books for children. 

9. What does “books shouldn’t be daunting” mean?

10. Why do you think learning to be a reader could give someone a “terrific advantage”?



Answers

1. What do you think inspired Roald’s love of stories?

His mother was a great storyteller.

2. What does ‘all-powerful Matron’ mean? What characteristics might she have had?

It means she had all the power and was not very nice. She might have been bossy, 
domineering, unkind, nasty and cruel.

5. How do you think the chocolate testing experience inspired ‘Charlie and the Chocolate  
  Factory’?

It would have been such a fun thing to do, that it made Roald Dahl want to write about 
chocolate and seeing the secrets of how things were made in a factory.

6. Explain why he had to leave the RAF.

He had suffered such injuries, that he kept getting headaches and couldn’t fly planes  
any more.

Questions About Roald Dahl

7. How did Roald start writing children’s stories?

He would tell his children stories at bedtime and he started to write them down.

8. In your own words, explain what Dahl thought a writer needed to do if they were going  
  to write books for children. 

Own words relating to seeing the world through children’s eyes.

9. What does “books shouldn’t be daunting” mean?

Books shouldn’t be something to be afraid of or dread reading because it might be too 
difficult or not interesting.

10. Why do you think learning to be a reader could give someone a “terrific advantage”?

You could learn about things you don’t know about.

3. Use the text to explain how a young boy might have felt about the Headmaster at  
  this school.

It says “cane wielding Headmaster” so a young boy might have been afraid that he might 
get caned.

4. In your own words, explain what “quite incapable of marshalling his thoughts on  
  paper” means. 

Own explanation.



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



1  Dora uses base 10 to work out 34 × 3

Tens Ones

 
   

 
   

 
   

Use base 10 to work out 3 × 28 and 3 × 36

3 × 28 =              3 × 36 = 

2  Class 4 are using number lines to solve 6 × 34

a) Talk about Class 4’s method with a partner.

Written methods
b) Use a number line to complete the multiplications.

 5 × 32 = 

 

 7 × 32 = 

 

 4 × 56 = 
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0

10 × 6 = 60 10 × 6 = 60 10 × 6 = 60
4 × 6 = 24

120 180 20460



5  A farmer is calculating the number of sheep on her farm.

She has 6 fields.

Each field has 35 sheep.

Use a written method to work out how many sheep there  

are altogether.

  

6  Here are 6 multiplications.

4 × 59 3 × 33 5 × 36 9 × 32 7 × 21 6 × 25

 A B C D E F

Which of the multiplications would you calculate mentally?

Which of the multiplications would you use a written  

method for?

Talk about your choices with a partner.

Complete the multiplications. Show your working  

where necessary.

4 × 59 =   9 × 32 = 

3 × 33 =  7 × 21 = 

5 × 36 =  6 × 25 = 

3  Mo uses a number line to work out 7 × 34

What mistake has Mo made?

Talk about it with a partner.

What should the number line look like? Draw it here.

4  Amir is working out 43 × 5

a) Talk about Amir’s method with a partner.

b) Use Amir’s method to complete the multiplications.

 32 × 6 =   7 × 31 = 

 8 × 42 =      
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 40 × 5 = 200

 3 × 5 = 15

 43 × 5 = 215

0

10 × 7 = 70 10 × 7 = 70
4 × 7 = 28

140 16870
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