


Hen Life Cycle
Cut out the images and descriptions to use with the worksheets.

The mother hen lays 

the egg then sits on 

it to incubate it. The 

egg has many tiny 

holes which lets the 

air through.

Once hatched, the 

chick is very tired and 

wet. As it rests, its 

feathers dry out and 

it begins to  

fluff up.

After 21 days, the 
chick uses its egg 

tooth (a small, sharp 

horn-like bump at 

the end of its beak) to 

break through the  

egg shell.  

This process is called 

‘pipping’.

A hen (female) and a 

cockerel (male) mate 

and create a  

fertilised egg.

Soon the chick gets 

stronger and can 

stand up and run. 

The chick then grows 

up to be either a 

rooster or a hen.
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Hen Life Cycle
Can you put the pictures in the correct order and add the correct description?
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Adding 10 Jungle Race
How fast can you add 10? Add 10 to the numbers on the track and write the answers as you go.                                                                                    

Use a timer to see how long it takes you to get to the bananas!
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Adding 10 Jungle Race Answers
How fast can you add 10? Add 10 to the numbers on the track and write the answers as you go.                                                                                    

Use a timer to see how long it takes you to get to the bananas!
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The hen lays an egg. 



  

The hen incubates the little egg by sitting 
on it and keeping it warm. 

The incubation period for a chicken egg is 
about 20 days. 



  

Video courtesy of  GloVermont2(@Youtube.com) - granted under creative commons licence – attribution 



  

A chick hatches from the egg 



  

The chick will then grow into a chicken…  

…and the cycle will start all over again! 



  

Some interesting facts 

• Chickens have dreams when they sleep, just like us! 
 

• Chickens have their own ‘language’ of over 30 chicken sounds. 
 

• Chickens have full colour vision. 
 

• Hens will fight to defend their young so remember that the 
next time someone calls you ‘chicken’. 
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Hen Life Cycle
Can you put the pictures in the correct order?



Hen Life Cycle
Cut out these images to use with the activity sheets.




